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TO THE MOST 


REVEREND FATHER IN 
God lames by the grace of 
Gol Archviſhop of Ardmagh 

and Primate of all r eland. 


£ Mo? Reverend Father in Gud, 
) XY beſt endeavours 
I v5 long ſinceeugaged 
\ 13 to your Graces ſere 
VT 2 vice, have never 
DG Eo yt fonnd them- 
elves {0 propitienth befriended 
by occa(10n, 2s 10 make the world 
the witneſſe -dovari fincerity:my 
ET eve apprehen(10n of your Gracte 
ons favour : a <> firſt invited 
| A 2. me. 


* 
bl, 


The Epilile 
| one intothis Kingdome, ſeconded | , 
by my inbred diſpoſition more "”_ 
4 ambitions toexp1 eſe athankfull 
heart than directed to private 4, 
ends, conld not ficepe without b, 
jome publike acknowledgement, 
But it is the greateſt unhappines W 
| of thankfull induſtry to entreate /þ 
Tt ao better Orators 10 plead in her \ 
T | behalfe then the tongue or pen, b, 
| both of which oftner ſubje(F 

themſelves to the command of | 
Sycophanticke Paraſites,than ob. 
ſervant friends,and [1 offer them- | wy 
ſelves ſoonty to bearmed againſt | 

worth than drawne in defence of 
ingcunity : But with me the caſe by 
ftands otherwiſe , ; 4s with one, \,} 
whoſe woras or writings can ne- |\ 

Ver 


ET TIS TEIN. 


| Dedicatory. 
' ver ſufficiently enable them. 


; ſelves, either fo commend the 
pn | ſincerity of mine owne aff etion, 

or flatter the eminency of your 
. deſerving: T he one being ſet 4» 


bove expreſſion: the other ab ove 
* , envyor adulatid: Sory I am,that 
* | this deformed childe of my indu- 
| ſtr y preſuming rather on the pre- 
 * gedecy of birththi worth, ſhould. 
; before others of his brethren 
(worthyer in my choyce) adven- 
F | ture to aske your Graces Patro-. 
| n4ge. But opportunity in this can 
Challeng an advantage before 
| worth, in that ſhe can as well im- 
' prove the worſt as crowne the 
beſt, Could I haveproportioned 
01h poore preſent either to your 
| A. 3 Graces 


, 


The Epilile 


Graces Indicieu: acceptance, or 


© 


my ajfectionate obſervance it had 
Caſt it ſcife into an cther monld 
than the moddel of t Iris ſlenaer 
Treatiſe, readier to ſhrinke fem 
PE Patrons learned cenſure than 
able to Sfand ont inthe Authonrs 
epprobation, But ſuch asitis, 1 


Dumbly preſent with my ſclfe_ | 


unto your Qracions acceptances 


wiſhing it no other deftiny than - 


my ſelfe , whom you ſince my ar- 
rtvall having cheriſhed in your 
favour , have confirmed your 
grateful VOrary. The ſubject [ 


here offer to your View,containes 


the pith and matter of three Ser- 
ous, preſented heretofore tomy 
eItother the Yniverſity of Ox- 

| 101d, 


- 


* — ——  ——_ 


Dedicatory. 
ford, in whoſe name they will a0 
doubt find an eaſier paſſage inte 
your Graces protedtion: Not that 
I bold theſe Rivulets worthy 0 
copious and (ſweet 4 fountaine 


' whence they ſprung;zput that your 


Grace having often honoured 
our ancient eMotheras well with 


, your acceptable preſence as lear. 


o —— ——  — 


© wicked Politician, and Chuſhay 


ned exerciſe ;, cannot but cait an 
indulgent eye upon her unworthi- 
eſt children, The Scenewherein 1 
have bounded my diſconrſe pre- 
ſents unto your cenſure a ſacred 
Trazedy , conſiſting of foure 
chiefe Aftors , viz. David an 4- 


pointed Kine: Abſolon an am- 


bitious Prince ; Achitophel a 


Hs 


The Epiſtle &c. 


a loyall ſubjetF: apaſſage of hiſto» 
ry for variety pleaſant ; for in« 
ſtruction uſefull, for event admi- 
rabR: If the pen. man climbe not 
the height of ſuch a ſubie(t, 1 

F ſhall not 1 hope fall below the © 
Fi meaſure of your gracious accep- 

| tance: In which confidence I ſhale 2? 
find my ambition abundantly ſa. © 
#isfied , and reſt. 


Your Graces in all Chri- 
ſian duty to be commanded, 


NaTHANIEL CARPENTER. 


| 


» 
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ACHITOPHELL, 


OR 
The wicked Porirtician. 


2.,SAMVEL, Chap, 17.Ver.23« * 


eZnd when Achitophell /aw that hae 
connſek was not followed, he [adled 
his aſſe, and aroſe , and gate him 
home , ana ſet kes houſe in order, 
and hanged himſelfe, and was bus 
ried in the Sepulcher of his t 4+ 


thers. 
The firſt part, 


Petae? H E chicfeſt objets 
RA 1729 whereon T reaſon (ets it 
235 ſclfea worke are Amb. 
» tion and Diſcontent; 

whereof the former is 
want to gn Ws greateſt hopes 


out 


+ + 


2 Achitophell, 


out of theleaſt advantage ; the o- | 


ther ſeemes like tinder to catch fire 


xc the firſt touch,and turnes the leaſt; 
indignitty into the greateſt indig-" 


nation , This was well knowne to 
thatgrand Politician Achitophell, 
who tinding A6/9/0» Davids tonne 
afteted with cither malady, deter- 
mined toappreheud the leaſt oppor- 


unity to execute his owne malice, 
and Davids ruine. David He along' 


time hared(as is probably conjectu- 
red by ſome Interpreters (for the 


murder of Vria: his neereaffine, yet 


lubtletie and ſecrecy, the two 


kand-maids ofhumane policy ood 
alwaies betwixt his hypocryſie ,, 


and the Kings ſaſpition. Av/alon he 
found in the heate and pride of his 


youth aboye meaſure ambitious of, 
His Fathers Scepters, extreamly diſ- 


content with his foule diſgrace, and 
long baniſhment; The one pointed 


him: 


4 


© Os 
1 re 


leaſt 


dig-" 


Achitophel. 2 


him out the way to Supremacy the 
other to revenge,caſily perſwading 
his erroneous judgment, that it ſec- 
med too ſmall a ſatisfaction for Abe 
{alon, againe to be entertained as 4 
ſubjeR, too great acourteſy for Da- 
vid to live a King; Every houre 
which addes to the Ilength-of his 
Father's raigne ſeemes to borrow 
yeares from the thred-of his expe- 


* &ed Royaltic, and Tuſtice her ſelfe 


ſeemes toclaime a part inhis tray- 
terousambition z ſuch is theprero- 
gative of ſelfe-bred ations to ſhut 
out prejudice,andpromiſe tothem= 


| ſelvesaſmnch ſucceſſe as they find 
- excuſe, Here poticie taught Achitge 


phelltoſtrike whilſt the Iron was 
hot,and joyne iffue withthe firſt ad 


; vantage , Timethebeſt moderator 


of haſty humours , might perhaps 
have ſmoothed over A#/e/ons guilt, 
or have flacked David's indignati- 

B 2 On; 


4 Arhitophel, 


on:and occaſions of this kind at firſt ful 
let flip,are afterwards rather wiſht , &' 
then found. What he long plotted 159 bl 


now come to execution, and his ex- * 
peRation fo long groaning with 


ambition and revenge, at length 


rackt on the laſt extremity . What 


his policy in proofedelſcrved it pro- 
miſed it ſelfe in mens opinions, and 
himſclfe the firſt projetour , Hee 
found entertained the chiete Actor 
in thisconſpiracic. 

Nothing now Jreemes wanting 
tothe proje& but anopen atrempt 
to invade applauſe, and hoſtile pre- 
parations muſt ſhew themſelves in 
a readineſſe rather for formalitie 
then oppoſition: as though he had 
already wonne aſmuch,as expeAati- 


on,and viory ſeemed already les} 


gible in eAs/olons gracious pre-: 
{ence , and the peoples fer- 
ward acclamations, But ſuchcon- 


{altations/ 


re 
(1 
ro 


Achitophel. 5 


rſt fultations never ſpeed well, where 


[ht \ 


God is excluded the Counlell-Ta- 


1iss ble, and Hope which uſually fiat- 
«x. 7 ters the ambitious with the bet 


: ſuccefſe, oittimes betrayes them 


tothe worlt. 

David all this while Iyes ſccare, 
as one who out of a Fatherly inge- 
nuitie might fooner expe the ho- 
Rile invaſion of a forreine enemy 
then the ſecret ſtratagemes of fo 
deare afreind: For what indulgent 
Parent could, feare his owne over- 
throw to ſpring out of his owne 
bowels? Or there to find the ruine 
of himſelfe, where he hoped to e&- 
rect the Trophy of his name and 
memory ? Burt treaſon at length 
earely knocking athis doors awakes 
hisſlecping jealouſie; and time itis 
to fiy nnto forreine fuccours, where 
he finds his owne fonnes and ſub, 
ze&s the forgers of {edicious trea- 
Lo jon 


—_ 


s Achitophel. 


fon and unnarurall rebellion. But 
that great counſeller which turneth 
humane wiſedome into folly and 


direds all purpoſes to his owne .- 


ends , 1s not wanting to his ſervant 


D avid, making earneſt intercclion: | 


{, huſay is{ccretly ſnborned by Da- 
v41 under the pretence of love and 
{crvice,as a ſuppoſed friend,but diſ- 


guiſed encmy, to creepe into eAb- , 


ſalens bosome, and oppoſe Achite- 


phel that tranſcendent Politician: , 
Achitophel, who as an Oracleof . 


God had for:this deepe wiſedome 
hitherto paſſed currant , .is now ſhut 


out and Chyſay this new counſellor - 


admitted audience, Here begins the 
dawning of Davids happy delive- 
rance,. and. Achitophels deſerved 


tragedy; for as the diſtemper of our | 


firſt concotion, (as Naturalifts ob- 
ſerve ) 1s {el$ome or never corre- 
Qacd inthe. ſecond; fo the firſt 
ground - 


Ac bitophe!. 4 
ground-w ork inſtate policy,illlaid 
or tempered can after wards ſcarce 
promiſe a reformation . But Princes 


; actionsare commonly contind tono 


other Lawes then their owne wills, 


' and bootleſle It 15 for Achitophel ro 


give further counſe]] where hee 
wants perſwaſion: Diſpaire 2nd in» 
dignatiou are at hand to ſecond his 
_— - and nothing now {cemes 
letthim for refuge (fo farre as the 
eyeof his worldly policy could di{- 
cerne) but the prevention of Da» 
vids officers in his ſhamelefle exe-: 
cution: e-£nd when Achitophel ſaw 


. that hus Comnſell was not followed, 


&c, 

This parcel! of Scripture contai- 
ning a briefe hiſtory of Achitophels 
laſt Aion; & End,naturally ſhoots 
into theſe two branches firlt his 
Provocation s ſecondly his Attion; 
the provocation was the negleR of 
B 4 his 


$ Achitophel, 


his counſel! exprefled inthe former 
words of my Text[ And when Achi- 
tophel /aw that his counſell was not 
followed Jhnis aftionsare decyphered: . 


in the later clauſe | Hee ſadled his 
Aſſe,and areſe,&&, inthe Provoca- 
7104 cr motive wee may obſerve 
thee two circumſtances. Firſt what 
Achitophel's counſel! was, and 
whereinit conſiſted? Second]y how, 
and which way it was defeated. To 
begin with the firſt, we may reduce 
his Policy into two heads:for itcon- 
fifted. either in his apt c-oice or wile 
eirefttion : the former was evident, 
in that he tooke advantage of ſuch a 
Sxbjef to countenance his rebel]t- 
on, whoamoneftall the children of 
Iſrael, was the likelicſt to goe far- 
thelt, Ab/alor's birth, feature, plans 
ſabilitie, and high Fpirit teemed to 
fpeak him a King art ficlt ight - as 
roach nature and incultry, —_ 
an 


. 
$ 
| 


Achitodhet, 9 


/and valour ſtood in competition 
avhich ſhould challenge molt in his 
'advanccment . Inthe firſt place to 
.* examine his 61r1 we ſhall find-hium 


a Kings ſonne: and although the ſe- 
cond ofhis fathers race, yet the firft 
inthe peoples hope. Ofthe eldeſt 
litle mention is left us fave the 
namezas of one by impotence ofna= 
ture ordiſaiterous influence of the 
ſtarres halfe cancel'd out of the ca- 
talogue of Davids fonnes : beſide 
the claime and title to his Fathers 
Kingdome, : butnewly began, and 
not yet cſtabliſht on ſucceſlion,gave 
no ſmall encouragement to his high 
ambition: where birthright affords 
no certaine c22li-nge to kingly digs 
nity, and the Father's choice in de- 
ſigning out his ſaccefior-is ſcarce 
reputed warrantable , what other 
obſtacle can itand betwixt him and 
loveraignty, but God's immediate 
B5 Will 


60 Acbitophel, 
Willor the peoples ſuffrage ? The © © 
former(asit ſeemes) he litle regar- / (1 

| ded as one , who either doubted of | th 

| his providence, or ſhewedhimſelfe  þ] 

Will too confident of his connivence:the x1 

if later as a matter outof queſtion ſee= = C 

| med ſooner found then ſought: as | þ 
though opinion which had ſolong 1x 

fawned on his worth could as eaſt- t 

t 
1 
| 

{ 


Iy perſwadetheir ſuffrage, as com- 
mand their ſervice: Had yet any 
ſence of Religion or care of the - 
|; publique good invaded the minds 
[14 either of young A#/o/on the Prince, 
WHr or Achitophe! the old counſellour, 
I" they might firſt of fome Prophet, or 

| | | other have enquired God's ſecret 
k | | ' - purpoſe of depreſling David and 
4 104i - 

l 


Bill exalting.e4#//0n; or at leſthave e= 
| i ſteemed hereditary ſucceſſion the 
' (Fl beſt challenge : . well might God's 

| almighty. hand diſaine oppoſition 
Ih! whichnever yet metrefiſtance, and 
4 ,'M cemmon 


Achitophel, IT 


common equity have ſtampt that 


currant which caſtomary right and 
the lay of nature had already clta- 
bliſht amongſt moſt nations . But 


.. their defigne isnot grounded upon 


God's Law or natures priviledgey 
but their owne ſeeming advantage; 
as though the divine counſel] ought 
to ſtoope to humane policy, and na-= 
ture forſake the lecne where werld- 
ly wiſdome comes in ation. Behold 


- here the farſt and chiefeſt character 


of a worldly wiſe Politician , who 
cares litle how grcat a rupture hee 
make tlirough- Gods ſacred Lawes 
and common <quity to meet with 
his owneadvantage, chufing rather 
to looſe his ſoule then his wicked 
purpoſe; one by Patent allowed 
to diſpenſe with any obligation of 
conſcience and religion; hence may 
eaſily be diſcovered the error of* 
vulgar judgements, who meaſuring 

inward. 


- 2 £.-I--— 2C=DX2d z 


1A Achitophel. 


inward ſutficiences bythe improve- rpor 


ment of our outward fortunes, re- 


p=- thoſe men wilſeft which rife ! 


igheſt: but true wiledome in 
whoſe ſcale confilts the choice of 
the belt ends and fitreſt meanes,hath 
taught us rather to enrertaine then 
{crve preterments; and prize the 


quiet calme of aſctled conſcience }. 
before the ſtormy guites ofambiti- 


ous greatnefſe. *Tisnot the want of 


wit to projet, burof wickedneſſe 
to practiſe, whicc keepes , vertue 
poore and deſert unregarded, net- 
ther are great advancements the u- 
ſjuall badges oF great worth, 

3 Theſccond thing wherecf A- 
chitopel tooke advantage in A&/c- 
tons perſon, was his faire and comely 
feature A b[olon amongit all the chil 
dren of 2/+ac/, wag reputed the faj- 


reft: His lovely vifage, diſheverd _' 


Hair, the ſeemly ſymmetry and pro- 
portion 


Achitophel, x2 


VEe= portion of all his parts were as fo 
re ' many ſilent Orators to beſpeake ap 
riſe / planſeand perſwade affection , Oar 
12 friends and foes we {eldome ewe 
to choice but Nature, whichitamps 
ath inevery mans face her cſpeciall 
en characters of beauty and deformity, 
he of love and hatred, ordaining them 
Ice _ rather commanders of our fancie 
tl> then ſervants to our diſcretions 
of - whence Ariftotle had good cauſe 
fl tomakethiscomely feature of the 
UC body oneof the complements of hu- 
[- mane havpinefle ; -as that which 
ls caves the habite of our vertnes a 
moreglorious Juſtre, and opens a 


lo more ſpeedy paſſage to Heroicke a- 
Yo #10ns, Whatgreater motivecould 
y | havehappencd to a ſcditions maul- 
. ' titude , whoſe afeRions led rather 
- | by ſenſe thenreaſon, are better 


_ + raughttofawne on ſhews then ſubs 
- Hance, andſyallowthemoſtpoy- 
3 | lonous 


» 


T4 Achitophel. 


ſonous drugges in golden pilles. 
Nothing more dangerous then pain- 


ted ſinne.and ugly vice couched un- | 
derthe pretetion of a comely couns - 


tenance will looſe the name and 
ſeemeaverrue . Somuch is the be- 
witching power of a beauteous per- 
ſonage toinchantthe wiſelt judg- 
ment, that per{waſton 1s oftner 
foand in the Oratour then the Are 
gument, as thongh his looks went as 
harbingers before his language, to 
preparea roome, and entertaine at- 
tention , Of theſe eminent gifts of 
nature notwithſtanding not gran- 
ted tqour free choice , but rather 
truſted to our husbandry, no queſti. 
on but Almighty God the lender 
will expe& anintereit , He that ei. 
ther hides his talent in the ground, 
or miſpends his portion , {bal find 
the reward of a faithlefle ſervant; 
+ 
wa © 


Achitovbel. I5 


who turne their endowments ta 
their worlt uſes, and make Gods 
' muzificent gifts the meanes and 


ground worke of wicked and irre- 
ligtous ations. Where God fowes 
he expeds his-harvelt in the ſame 
kind; and no grame ſo meane1n our 
eſtimation out of which in propor- 
tion he requires not a timely crop. 
But where hee finds our induſtry 


\ ſlack in performance of this duty, or 


our malice oppoſite to his prefit, he 
commonly workes his ewne ends, 
out of our 1niquities, and what parts 
and endowments weabuſe to finne, 


| he juſtly dires unto revenge. 


A third advantage in Ab/alons 
perſon ſuggetted to Achitophels ob- 
ſervation was his faire carriageand 
popular plauſubilitte , A ſweet and 
courteous deportment - ſeaſoned 
with: morality, and religion never 
wantsdelcryed commendation ; as 

_ , the. 


». LO 


16 Achitophee, 


the ſurclt charaer of an ingenuous 
diſpoſition,and the molt powerfull 
{crvant of honeſt policie. For as in 


ourmoſltrel1gtous ations, we ſhould ' 


ſtudy rather to profit then to pleaſe 
our auditors: yet who never aftets 
to pleaſe {hal teldome have the hap=- 
pineſſc to profit: ſo much more inci- 
villaftaires the beſt improvement is 
popular eſtimation , and vertue 
though never ſo eminent {hal ſcarce 
be reputed currant if not ſtampt by 
applauſe,orcrowned with common 
approbation 
--»= Non tc quaſiverts extra 

ſeemes rather an axiome of a ſpecu- 
lative and retired Stoiche then a 
pratick Srarif. An uprightand hoe 
neſt man(iconfeſſe) would rather 
find himſelfe at home in his owne 
conſcience, then ſeck himſelfe a. 


' broad in other mens opinions : as | 


ene Wwhoſc firſtcare ought tobe to 
forme 


= as ow a + waa om un oo gut & Huw wa o& 


Achitophel. I7 


forme himſelfe to Gods will,and his 
own content; his ſecond to husband 
his means to mes applanſe;yet comes 
thus far ſhort to difproue an affa- 
ble and kinde behaviour , or counte» 
nance a harſh orCynticall diſpoſition. 
Had no other affe&ion thenthis, 
pollefſed the {oule of Ab/oloz, or in 
him preſented it ſelfe to Achitophels 
obſervation ; diſcretion might have 
pleaded in the behal£ of the former, 


.and honeſty of the latter : andnct- 


ther huve wanted its deſerved com- 
mendation , the one perhaps might 
haue been thought ainditious, to in- 
herit as well the peoples lone, as his 
fathers vcrtues: the other, to have 
applauded his Princes happinefle in 


the peoples love. Neverthelefle po- 


palarity at the beſt 1s a favour which 
Wiſe & diſcreet {ubjeRs loover win 


- thenaffeR: beginning uſually with 


the Princes iealonfie, & ending _ 
We 


Achrtophel, 


the owners rnine. The defet might 
better become a ſubject; the excefle 


a King: neither ever had thoſe Athee. 


#ian Oftraciſmes found place in In« 
{tice , had not popular greatneffe 
threatned the ſtate with danger or 
diffolution; How much more dange- 
rous ſhall weeſteem this pepularity 


of Ab/olon ſpringing from a rotten: 


and corrupted heart , managed by 


wicked meanes, and directed toa' 


treacherous 'conſpiracie ? 

Three eſpeciall ſtratagems were 
here put in praftiſe, which might 
well ſeem faſhioned in Achitophels 


forge: For the ſending of Ab/o/oz 


for Achitophel to Hebron, excludes 
not a former conſultation; neither 
1s it probable ,. he would ſo farre 
have truſted him with his ſecret 


counſeis had henot firſt found him + 


inclining to his faction. The firſten- 
2ine of his ſeditivus purpoſe = 
is 


18h 
efle 
thee 
 T« 
cle 
F Of 
gee 
ity 


ten: 


by 


oa” 


= x; - 
;he 
els 
[07 
les 
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Achitophel. 


his G/o/ſirg and fine cemplement 
both in Wordes and geftare, where- 
by he was faid to feale away the 
hearts of the people from hu father 
David: he uſually (ſtood in the pa- 
lace gate, he obſerved the approach 
of ſuiters, he examined their parti» 
cular grievances,cnquired the place 
of their adode: finally he kiſſed and 
embraced them, (faith he) chat 7 
were made Tudge in the Land,that 7 
mioht heare every mans caſe, and 
doe hims Tuftice, W hat zealous ſub » 
jet almoſt our of the ſeeming ſime 
plicity of his words would nor 


19 


{well with expectation, and be. 


come as prodigall in his hopes as the 
other in his promiſes? The diſtance 
between Princes and private men 
makes us often overva.ue curtefies, 


| and the indiſcovery of ſuch mens. 


natures caufeth divers times their 
wortt ations to carry the beſt con- 
ſtruction” 
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ſtrution : bur great promiſes are || fa 
commonly ſeconded by ſmall or þ yy 
flow performance;and an eaſy mat- | ha 
ter it is tobe over prodigall onthe | no 
ſcore, where we never intend a © hi 
payment. To boalt wiſely of our |; m 
actions and ſuthiciencies how foe» | je 
ver oppoſite to ſimple modelty or / be 
plain dealing honeſty, was never , g1 
accompteda ſoleciſme in the jug- * yi 
ling art of h#maze policy, But admit * ar 
Abfalon in this cafe had promiſed * f: 
to himſelte as much as the people, | 
& ſuffered his confidence to ſpread * 
her wings beyond his abilities: yet . &| 
{erves this litle, to excuſe his a&tion + v 
fro unnatural dilobedience,cr mas- 
ked rreachery. It was the part ofa 
ſhameleſie {ham tobe an indultri- 
ous ſpectator of his fathers naked- 
ncſ{c- ofa railing RabPakeh,or cur- | 
ſing Shimeito divorce him from his 1 
Subjects hcarts : Nature would + 
have | 
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have perſwaded a gracious child 
with Noahs two modeſt fonnes to 
have lookt awry or gone backward, 
no ſooner to ſee, erc he could hide 
his fathers ſhame. Allegiance 
might have inſtrufted a loyall ſub. 
je; to prize his foveraigns credit 
befgre bis own, and drowne his 


| greateſt honours in his Princes ſer- 


vice, But ſettingaſide theſe neere 


| andhigh relagions of a ſonne tohis 


father, or a Subje&to his Prince, 
the diviſion and divorce of friends 
to agenerous teraper,even among 
the Heathen themſelves, hath al- 
waies ſeemeda wicked revenge or 


| baſe ambition. Honeur ſeldome be- 


ſtowes her favours but on fach as 
winthem in open field; and Hero. 
icke ſpirits have alwates choſen ra- 
ther dearly to buy then baſely to 
ſteal a viRtory, To ſteal away the 
hearts of our friends fayours mee 
() 


.commands the Van!-guard, A ſe-\C' 


22 Achitophel, 
of afleering Paraſite then a wiſey®! 
Politician, and to ſecke ſecret am- 48 
buſhes in caſe of open triall, argues” 
rather the weakneſfſe of our cauſe! 

then the ſtrength of our diſcretion.) 
Nevertaclefle this {ſcemeda good”: 

ground for Ab/olonto ſet, and «As © 
echitophel towork on: And litlecan 


true wiſdome orreligion perſwade?P' 


in the Reare where wicked polrciet®! 
cond itratagem put mm praQtiſe by I 
A&ſelon,and vertaps plotted by 4- [- 
chitephel,to augmenthis own plan. }<' 
ability , was publikely to ſlander if! 
his Fathers government with inju- [ſu 
tice and opprefſion: The ſame Art} 
which tzughthim toflatter his infe- | 
riors, inſtruted him the way to ca- w 
lumniate his ſuperiors : So neere tl 
are theſe two oppoſite vices knit d 
together in 2 wicked cauſe. See * 
(quoth Ab/o/on) (after examinati-\ * 
on. 


Achitopbel. 22 
wiſe on of cach Sutor ) thy caſe 1s 1uft and 
am- 22904, but there 1s no man depnted of 
_— King ro hear thee. 

uſe) David began noiv todecline, as 
1on. Well in firength as government: 
ood Age and Diſeaſe commonly grow 
A. \ogether, and where the Maſter 
can begins once to droope, theſervants 
-proove cither carcleſly negligent, 


P 
tary lawlefſely infolent. T hefe jin- 


Jacie\ 
ſo. (conveniencs perhaps admitted by 
{Davids Officers and obſerved by 
4. Abſolon, rendred him, obvious to 
lan. Exception. Greateſt places are Com- 
»dep \monly ſubjet tothe greateſt cen= 
njo-|fures : Bur when Almighty God 
Art |Wasnever wagting to Dawvid,l can. 
nfe. (not 1magine David to be much 
) ca. wanting unto his people: And al- 
ere though Strength and Valour the 
knir{darlings of his youth began in him 
See} '0 faint, yet wiſdome and experi- 
ati. | *nce the children of his riper age 
on. ltept 


ſlander, deviſed for no other end, 


two venemous Serpents, lurke al4, 


24. Achitophel, | 
ſteptinto undertake his quarrell., 
No otherwiſe then can we inter} 
pretthis exception of Ab/olon a- 
gain(t his father then a »alicrous 


then to make him odious, and him- 
ſelte acceptable; which he by ſo 
mnchthe more hoped caſy to ef- 
fet, by how much 6 ſaw the gid- 
dy multitude (asatall times )ſo e- 
ſpecially in this declining age © 
David, as deſirous of Novelty as 
ſubie&rto diſcontent, The beſt Go- 
verneurs {cldome pleaſe long, and 
the worſt msy for a time : worth isþ, 
{cldome ſo eminent as in the ab-|, 

{ence; and thebeſt Magiſtrates like , 
the Imager of Brutus and Caſſing, _ 
(related by Tacitus) ſeeme thenf,. 
moſt glorious when they are mol} 
wanting. Envy and DetraQtion like 


71 
or 


wales inthe path of Iukizce; & s dh 
cl 
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ell. Left Rulers ſeldome finde the freeft 
© "Fpaſlage. He thit goes about to por 
” *"Ewade a multitude they are notfo 
198vel] governed as they ought to be, 
-1"Iſhall ſooner want argument then 
0 fattention:The reaſon whereof (asa 
Y "© Mlearned man hath obſerved) ls, be- 
Eh Gctheobuſes and corruptions in 
pid» every State molt inevitable, are for 
0 C- he molt part ſenſible to vulgar ca. 
© ®pacities; but the hindrances of Re- 
} formation only apparent to men of 
Go- eperienced indgements, As eaſy 
and as it here for Ab/olon toſlander as 
this oſpeak; his eyes could no ſooner 
: ab ppen, but eſpy ſome obie& or other 
UK animate his own protects, or rhe 
ſſins deoples diſcontent. Such is the 
then, undleffe malice of baſe informers 
mois, ith the venome of their aſpick 
like ongues to poyſon our lincereſt aj. 
2 aly $, and preſentas in a perſpeRive 
iy Jhc leaſt mitesand molchils of our 
off: 


C IMPere 
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impcrfeRtionslike huge and migh- 
ty Mountaines. This fourd David 
in the anidit of a calme and ſetledfſ”® 
State, when milckicte had ſcarce tl 
yetknown her own ſtrength , norſſ® 
time as yetteemed with all the en-J*< 
vines of gracelefſe villany. What . 

o 

af: 


then (all wenow expe in thele 
dog-daies of the worlds declining 
age,wherein malicious detractron 1s, 
clteemed the quinteſſence of wit? 
and an ingenuous acknowledge: 
ment of mens good deſervingsac+| 
counted too great acurtefic ? Surely” 
the beſtrevenge I can here inventf* 
for innocence can be no other thenf®' 
preces & lachryme, the armour of af*< 
Chriſtian,and that conſtant reſolutiP 
on of the ſweet P/almift,1 will pray 
yet againſt their. wickedueſſe, The " 
thirdand greateſt impoſture Ab/ſoÞ © 
{on praiſed to make himſelte plau{”* 


4iv!c, wasthe pretence of Re/zgron - 


| Achitophel. 27 
1gh- 


ig AVOW he pretended at leaſt, tohave 
led made of his return to Hebron , and 
there praiſing God after his ſafe re- 
norf{{urnc to feruſalem, David is follict- 
en. tedto conſent unto his journey;net- 
7harf{eber could ſuch a petition brooke a 
heſeffeniall, which comes uſhered inun- 
der the ſhew of a religious office. 
ebron ſcemed to Davida place fit 
wit for ſacrifice, to Abſolon for conſpira- 
ige- y: Jernſalem was too neere his fa« 
hersfight, or rather too farre from 
rel ylhis treacherous purpoſe to admit of 
ereffuch a wicked Convenuicle. The 
hentnecting of ſuch Conipirators fo 
of aneere the Court, might ſoone have 
1ar;iPpened the eyes offleeping jealou- 
pra ie, and betrayed the treaſon to dil. 
Th Fovery: Davids countenance might 
blo perhaps have daunted thecourage of 
is frrends,or have wonne neither 
loves. Andleſt the peoples affeRi- 
on to Ab/olon ſhould grow cold in 
C 2 his 
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at his approach to give the ſignal] 
Moreover to ſtrengthen himſelfc 


the betrer againſt publike hoftil:t j 


Or private miſtakes, he carries with 
him a garriſon from Jers/alem to de- 


fend his perſon, and ſends fer Achi-} 


zophel to Hebroy todireR his coun 

Haile: Nothing but the pretence of 
Religion could be thonght a fit vizare 
to hide the face of this dangerous 
'con{piracy, from the ſight of ſuſpi- 


j 
1 
cion. Deceiprnever thrives better, ' 
« 

| 
| 


then when ſhe leaſt ſeemes her 
ſelfe; and vice ſeldome dares to 
ſhew her ſelfe inpublike, unlefſe 
ſheſteale the robes of vertue, and! 
aQuate her malice with ſlye hype 
crifie, Satan transformes himſelfe 
intoan Angell of light, when hc 
intends the net miſchiefe, and 
inſtruts his diſciples in the _ po4 
1cich 


his abſence, he leaves behind him | [ 


his Parafites to ſollicite his caſe, and 
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| him licie. Thishath been the divels ſhife 
> andy and pradtiſe inallages;neither ever 
nally comes wickednefle berter armed 
{elf then withthe ſhew of feemingſan- 
Hlityd Rity. Jeroboar the Sonne of Nebar 
wit 1 who made ?/rael to ſinne, had noo- 
o ded ther pretence then Religis to with- 
4ch;.d draw thetenne Tribes from Jeruſe- 
ound {em by ſetting up a new Idolatry, 
ce off The Scribes & Phariſes inthenew 
izard) 7 <ftament,who under colour of Fa- 
-roud ing and long Prayer devoured 
1 Widdowes houſes, profeſſed the 
| moſtrigorous & (trite(t obedience 
{ ofthe Law, Amongſt the three ſets 
in /er#/alem in the time of the ſiege 
by Tits and VeSpaſian,fo ephus ob- 
| ſerved thoſe te have been the moſt 
notoriouſly wicked, who tearmed 
themſelves the z-a/ous. But alas 
Pandora's boxe was not yet emptie: 
| the moſt of evils was reſerved to 
1] theſe laſtand worſt times, wherein 

C 2 the 


30 Achitophel, 


the greateſt ſinnes are accompted 

Artielcs of Faith, and afincere pro-yj p: 
feſlion tiled Herefie, Tgnatine had} tl 
not ycr ſent his brood into thef a 
world with che Popes patent, as {off v 
many Pedlers:o01cl} damnation: nor 

the Tr:dentine Conncell concluded? 
that Taolatry & {nperſtition ſhould! 
paſſe for true Re/3g1on, Bur fince the] 
approach of this Medrſa's head, the! 
world ſeemes to have ſuffered a fa- 
tall Actamorpheſis, and wonders 
to finde her ſelfe fo grofſe a chang- 
ling. Could our ſmal! — of 
time diſpenſe ſo farreas the diſco- 
very of the Roman Church, we 
ſhould find their whole Religion ro 
be litle other then a Po/itick hypo- 
erifie, dire&ted to nothing ele but 
gainor greatneſle; pretending no- 
thing but Pery, profeſſing litle elſe 
thea malice, or prophaneneſſe. 
What. vulgar judgement can in- ! 
terpret 
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I rerpret otherwiſe of their pedlers- 
q pack of [nantgences, and {undry 0- 
J ther ſuperſtitious juglings, but as of 


2 MCCcre merchandiſe of Sowles. 


| wherein every gracelefic Parriciac 


aSina common /1arbet.zt the hands 


! of a mercenary Prieſt may cheapen 
7 andbuy his own ſalvation. Had all 


the eLchirophels or Abſolons in the 
world loſt their politick inventt- 
ons, they might I ſuppoſe find them 


again improved inthis Srate-Religs- 


0n, No diſunion of the Church fo 
{mall whichtheir rigorous conſtitu= 
tions pronounce not Herefie: No {in 
ſo hainous for which their Pope dares 
not grant adiſpenfation: as though 
ſanity conſilted not 1n the inter- 
nall diſpoſition of the man, but in 
the outward conformity of the 
(Church; and Piety were pinned on 
the ſleeve of worldly Policy. This 
politick ſinne of Hypocrifie,l no ſoo- 
G4 =_ 
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ner looſe among the Romaniſts,then 
I find again amongſt our home-bred 


Sciſmaticks,a1et of men I confeſſe! 
with whom I ſhould hardly grap-| 


ple, ſtood they not armed in my 
way: How much the odious name 
ofa Pxritane hath abuſed many a 
ſincere Chriſtian, we may learne by 
the writings of Becanw the Ieſwite, 
who hath paralleld our Pxritans in 
England, with the Finguenots of 
France, and the (atvinifts of Ger 
”1any: Or not to goe ſo farreabroad, 
we may well ſce in ſomeof onr 
own mungrell Divines, who as it 
were betwixt hawke and buzzard, 
can ſee nicely to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
a Paritanin opinion, anda Paritaxe 
in 4i/cipline : and have taught the 
name contrary to the firſt inſtituti= 
on, ſo farre to enlarge it ſelfe, that 
a Proteftant mult make a hard ſhift, 
cither by Pupery or Arminiani/me 
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to fave himſelfe harmeleſſe. But 
with ſuch mens humors I never (1- 
ded, to whom I profefle my ſelfe as 
oppoſite in AﬀeAion as Opinion. 
Nevertheleſſe I have obſerved in 
the worlda fort of People, of a ma- 
ligzant ſpirit, envying in others 
what they wantin themſelves, ha- 
vingcomonly neither will tolearn, 
nor wit to teach; neither humility 
roobey,nor diſcretion to command: 
Yet forfoorth will they ſeem fo pre- 
cile and contemptuous of other 
men, as if Rel:gion might be quoted 
mn their lookes, anJ Sanity were 
only engaged tothcir ſervice, Theſe 
can ſooner eſpy a ſore in other 


mens eyes, then a Beame in their 


own; as though Conſcience were {et 
to the height of their Spleen, and 
Zeale were never taught any lan- 
Buage but Detra:on, Sometimes 


! like thoſe ancient Andabates they 


C5 fighe 


£4 Arthitophel. 
fight with their eyes ſhut, ([triking 
the man that Randsnext, or like un- 
$kilfull Gunners diſcharge their ſhot 
ercethey approachthe marke:-other 
times perhaps they take their aime, 
yet ſo, as they ſeeme to miltake the 
Aan tor the Iatter, as if they in- 
tended to ſparethe Yiceand wound 
the Per/3y, Hence are Pulpits be. 
come hke Roman Paſquids, ſtuck 
fall of malitious launders and infa- 
mous /ibe/s,apter todilturbe the pa/- 
fon then inform the Conſcience. But 
ſuch fiery ſpirits I careleſlely paſſe 
over as ſcarce worth a Schollers 
pen:In whoſe greateſt downfall can 
ſcarce be hoped the. honour of a vi. 
Aory, Bat having dwelt ſo long on 
this lat circumſtance, I muſt (lea- 
viag many matters behind) follow 
my firlt man «AMchitophel obſerving 
eLb/olon, 


5 The fourth and laſt adyanta 7 
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diſpoſition was his {tout courage and 
manly reſolution: what greater ar= 
gument of valour, then to rouze a 
Lioninopen chaſe, and promiſe to 
himſelfe a paſſage to victory through | 
the jawesof danger, and depofiti- 
on'ofa lawfull King ? Davids fortu= 
nate ſuccefſe he might well have 
read in Goltahs overthrow, and the 
yoke impoſed onthe furious , Phzlz- 
ftins, Time had not yet razed the 
Trophies of his triumphant youth, 
norage eancelled from his counte-- 
nance the Characers of his undan- 
ted courage. The ſnbyerſion of a- 
ſtately kingdome was never eſtee- 
med an eaſy conqueſt; & ſoveraign+ 
ty leemes a Center, unto which 
Providence hath chalked out the 
lines of ſew mens ambition. Tis 
more then one Heſperian Dragon of 


| difficulty and dilalter, . which is ſer: 


tf. 


Achitophel. f 
to guard this Goldex Tree; and what iſt 
combate can be expeed, but offip 
ſach a captain; whoſe leaſt feare isfin 
bis greateſt danger? Yer Ab/oloncn-ya 
gaged by Achitophels adviceunder-|j{ 
takes the combat - eAb/olons tout] 
heart gives ſuddainfire to his ambi-|j x 
tion, and Achitophels counſell ſtands} ; 
inreadineſſe to back and ſtrengthenh ; 
bis ambitious courage - the one tofl 
AQ, the other to ProjeA,the meangf 1 

ofhisadvancement.Strength & Po-|| 
licie, which {eldome tale hands, | 
arc here accorded, or atleaſt, for a 
time they will entertaine a truce: 
Achitophel being confident enough 
ot his connſaile required no fitter in- 
ſtrumentro.aAtuate his malice then 
eAtſolons couragions refolution; 
knowi2g right well that nothing 
could prove more prejudiciall toa 
Stare then armed madneſſe, This is! 
no {raall work of worldly policie to} 
ſtand 
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what {ſtand aloofe,8&'give ayme to wicked 


purpoſes , and abuſe the halty hu- 
mours of hot ſpirits to their owne 


*Fadvantage. W hich may be well ob - 
| ſerved 1n our latter Machevillians, 
| who havedelivercd this precept as 
| a principle: Make no difference be- 
8 tween an evil ſervant and a good but 
| w/c them both to thy own ends. Cati- 


line thirſting for nothing more then 
the ruine of his country, and expia- 
tion of his diſgrace received from 
the Sexate, could tnake uſe:ia(well 
of the pride of Lentulus, as therafh 
valour of Cethegws: Thehigh bloud 
of the one, and the fiery ſpirit of 
the other, ſerved him to good pur- 
poſe: the one to Countenauce, the 0» 
ther to animate his wicked ation: 
Inlike fort the Perfian Nobility (as 
we read in Zenophon) enraged a» 
gainſt Arraxerxes their King,!ought 
eccaſion tolide with the v_ 
c 
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the Grecians, and ſtirre up the high þ 


ſpirit of Cyr«s the younger brother, | 


by, 


to revenge himſclfe againlt the el- 


der. The faireſt colours are ſuvjet 


to the deepeltſtaines, and the moſt 
freeand eminent diſpoſitions are C0. 
monly obvious to the greatelt alte- 


rations, and ſuffer themſelves to be & 


ſooneſt poyloned, if once tempted 
with vaine-glory or diſcontent: No 
marvaile then if the ſonnes of Achi- 
zophe! ſurviving in our times,in(tru « 
Red by their fathers counſaile, take 
advantage to worke their owne 
ends out of other mens diſconten« 
ted paſſions. Ita ſearch were made, 
ſome (I feare) would be found a- 
moneſt us as far tranſcending Achi- 
tophel in Malice , as perchance they 
come ſhort of him in wit and policy 
who daily labour to faſten on their 
aflociates the badge of their owne 
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haps, beſides the glory of their own 
ſhame ,they cannot with Achirophet 
ſo mach as pretend a cauſe,or deviſe 
an end, But ſuch men ſhall ſurely 
anſwer as well for their owne ſe- 
ducements as other mens tranſgre(- 
ſion , neither ſhall our fauits herein 
be reputed leſlethen the intereſtwe 
challenge in our Brothers friend= 
ſhip.It 1s the partof the uleſt Spi- 
der out of the faireſt Aowers to ſuck 
yſon ; of induſtrious Bees out of 
ſtinking Hemlock to gather Hony: 
And thoſe who would rather be ac- 
counted Bees, then Spiders, ſhould 
rather labour to improve the worſt 
humours to ſome good temper, then 
peryertthe beſt unto ungodly ai. 
ons . Inthe farmer we ſhould fol- 
low Gods owne Example , who di- 
recs, and diſpoſes wicked mens a- 
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inthe later the Divels, who tales] 
occaſion our of the moſt facred} 


things to worke miſchiefe. Hither- 
to (Beloved) have we takena fur- 
vey of Achitopbels wicked police 


in cleQing a fit ſubjeR and appre-| 
hending of his belt opportunities for | 
the treaſon : The next point leftro} 
our examination 1s his Direftisn;} 


the which while I according tomy 
ſma!] __ of time, and your pa- 
tience (I feave already tyred ) ſhall 
ſtrive toopen , my ſmall inſight in 
worldly policic ſhall (I hope) ex- 
cuſe my errors, or at leaſt thedif- 
courſe of fo great a miſchiefe de- 
ſerve your belt attention, 

Thus long have wee beheld A- 
chitophel,as1n his private ſtudy, de- 
ſigning our afit objet, whereby to 
worke his revenge on David. We 
are now to obſerve him fitting in- 
caunſell , and infiruting Ab/olon: 


mt SS {, ——  .Z ]> 
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IThe advice he gave, wee find is 
cred} 
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two-fold: The firſt Swbordinateand 
preparatory to ſtrengthen the fa- 
Aion: The ſecond /aft and principal 
to execute the action,and ſecure the 


Iucceſſe. Inthe former he counſells 
s for} 4b/olontogoe in,and abuſe his Fa- 
ftro 
Hen; 


thers Concubines: Goe i» (quoth 
he)to thy Fathers Concubines,who he 
hath left to keepe the howſe, and when 
all 1{rael ſhall heare that thou art ab. 
horred of thy Father, the hands of all 
that are with thee, ſhall be ſtrong : In 
which counſell we may obſervea 
double projeR; firſt in ſecuring his 
owne,and his friends eſtate;ſecond- 
ly in uniting the people more firm- 
ly to e1b/olons obedience: Neither 
in this ſtept he beſides his policte; 
he ſerved himſelfe firſt,and his Ma- 


| {ter no otherwiſe then for himſelfe; 


and thought that counſel] loſt, ag ill 
beſtowed on 46/2/0n, wherein hee 
could 
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could not promiſe hitnſelfe eitheyp 
fafety or advaticement, He thought 
ill fiding with a doubtfull rebel], oj 
mconſtant friend. e4b/o/0n, howloY: 
ever profeſſedly he had engaged 
himſclfe to Treaſon, might deceive 
his opinion or faile his expectation: 
His pretended diſcontent toward 
his Father might (for onght hee 
knew) be only perſenated, to make 
triall of their allegiance, or his reſoſf 
lution inconſtant to forfeitthem t 
danger.eA#&/7/0z, though a T raytorÞr: 
was yeta Sowne;David,though profil 
voked, was yet a Father, No Gorai4d 
an knot was ever ſo cunningly knitje 
by policy, which nature cannot cutyr, 
or diſolve. The priviledge of youthJn 
or prerogative of a Son may makqgh 
this ation ſeem rather aſcape thenſn 
a ſinne, His faults how great ſoeveſſr: 
will ſeeme rather Achit ophels then 
his own:and that whichis I __ ih 
OUAC 
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itherpthers will tearme Treaſon, indul- 
ough&ence in him 'will interpret weak- 
11, ouÞr-ſe.David may remit , and Ab/o. 
wo For reconcile,what the one ſuffered 
2agedand the other ated ; and then muſt 
ceivet4chitopheland his affociates either 
tion:Ftand atitake to maintainetheir Ma- 
vardMers ation, or hazard their lives on 
t hehe brittle confidence of the Kings 
make&$mercy . The breach of a ſonnes di- 
reſo{floyaltie may perchance be peeced 
em tojup with filiall ſubmiſſion;but Achie 
ytorſrophels revolt ſeemes to expet no 
1 proJifſue but death or victory. The mid- 
'ordi4dle way in policie is al wales reje- 
y knitted as dangerous, and the extreme 
t cutgrequiresthe moſt deſperate ,and exe 
outhJtreme attempts. Achitophel is not 
makghere wanting tohimſelte : A#/ſolon 
thenſmuſt yet be engaged to a more No- 
develſtoriou ation, uncapable of forgives» 
 thenneſſe , wherein all rae! may read 
ice ilſhis abſolute revolt , and his Fathers 
Ythery greateſt 
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reateſt indignation :. A#/olon mulif;( 
be knowne neither to regard , orfsix 
hope for his Fathers reconcile 
met: Davids anger mult be thought; 
inexorable,as that which Iultice re4,, 
quires, and the honour of a King], 
commands.zIf Ab/o/ox hope to wedſ;p, 
the Throne of /-ae/, he muſt firſt}, 
violate his Fathers bed : and tothigqe 
his notoriousact of Treaſon let him, ; 
further adde the finne of inceſt. Pet-ſ,, 
ty crimes are the cftets of inferi-Jf, 
our offenders; A&/olon mult bel;e 
thoughtas greatas himſelfe; as one, |. 
who would play the King aſwell in| 
his ſinnes,as bis ambition, Neither 
can this wickednefſe be fafe ory 
ſhamefull enough, if ſecret; Secre-J,, 
cy, Which in other matters come, 
monly proves the mother of ſecu«,, 
rity, is here reputed the nurſc off, 
danger, and guilt which uſually 
Chunnes the light,is here deſirous of f 
diſcovery.| 
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Mullkiiſcovery , Tp finnecloſely argues 
|, ofeither = = modeſty ; neither of 
ile$yhich can prote a rebell , or be- 
nebWceme a King: Set #p aTevt (quoth 
CIC Achitophet ) on the houſe top, that 
King. 1/-ael may witneſſe thy finne, and 
wedthy Fathers ſhame, and make the 
firlÞyorld at once bothbluſh iand won- 
this]qer. Let thy brother Ammon fin in 
himſ: corner to decline cenſure - SinneE 
Pet-Ithou in publike to ſtrike cenſure 
ferj- fpeechleſſe , and out-face the ſeves 
t belreſt frownes of Tuſtice; Ler Ammon 
*Ne,lcommit inceſt with his Si/fer; goe 
11 infthouin unto th y Fathers (oncrubines: 
ther] what was the weaknefle of luſt in 
- OIThim, ought to betheſtrengthofth 
-*<*Jaſpiring greatnefſe, Thy great 
oMN-tfafety conſiſts in thy greateſt villa» 
-cU-Iny: and the leaſt bluſh ſeemes to be- 
co tray thy cauſe to diffidence and dan« 
ally} ver. Let Ruben treſpaſſe with one of 
s off Fis Fathers wives; goe thou unto 
_ tem 
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ten of thy Fathers concubines; that 
this thy fatat once may furmount 
both example and imitation . Then 
the hands of a# that are with thee 
ſoall be ſtrong: They ſhall ſpeed no 
worſe then 46/910», and therefore 


N 
el 


0] 
du 
l 
h 


ought to feare no more. To fall withſ 


our Captaine ſeemes the leaſt duty; 
to riſe with him, the greateſt ho- 
nour;and who but a Coward would 
feare to hazard the life ofa ſubjea 


to make a King ? Great dangers and [ 


fame circle - Neither is the path 
trowed with Violets and Roſes, 
but death and ſlaughter which leads 
the tents of victory. This was Achi- 


zophels firſt counſel}, as dangerous to | 
decline,as deſperate to execute:bur | 


deſperate,and extreme purpoſes are 


engaged to the like meanes;and fin- þ 
cerehoneſty in thecourte of policy, | 


where ſhee finds not her ſelfe ad- 
mitted 


great honours begin and endin theP, 
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nitted as the chicfe Miſtrefſe will 
eldume prove a truſty ſervant, - 

7 Outofthis counſellof Achi. 
ophel,not only plotted by himſelfe, 
mutated by Ab/olon, will ariſe two 
ſpeciall obſervations: The firſt is 
he fulfilling of Gods Indgmenr , 
nd Nathans prophecy, threatned 
zefore toDavid for his inning with 
Bathſheba,and Vriahsmurther: Bes 
bold (ſaith God; through the mouth 
of Nathan ) I will raiſe up evil a« 
painſt thee out of thine owne houſe, 
ind will take thy Wives before thine 
yes, and will give them nnto th 

eeghbour , and he ſhall lye with thy 
wives in the eght of the Sunne: for 
thou didſt it ſecretly , but T will doe 
ths thing before all Iſrael, and before 
the Sunne . Such is the wiſdome of 
\Imighty God , which can worke 
his owne good out of our wicked- 
meſle, and makeour injuſteſt _—_ 
| | tne 
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the inſtrumentall examples of hy * 
owne juſtice: Our very fins, though ! 
falſe traytors to the owners , prevg V 
truſty executioners of Gods judg { 
ments: and an caſfie matter its fot 
that wiſe diſpoſer ofall worldly af! 
fions to turne mans greateſt ſhame 
into bis greateſt glory.Secondly, we 
may- obſerve it as a — in” 
worldly policie , That a finne can ſely 
dome ſecure it ſelfe, but by additionſ® 
ef greater: where thehoule is /repry® 
and garniſhed, and one Divell is toc 
litle to enter , ſeven Duvets greater E 
nhimſelfe , are preſt to give aſ* 
freſh aſſault : For rhere js no wayf-* 
left far finne to propagate its pow 
er, but {inne : Nor can truth ever bef* 
entreated to adventure her ſelfe as 
a pledge for falſhhood , or ſtake he h 
credit for a profeſſed enemy . ReliFf® 
glous eravkdence, and worldly.poli.f® 
cy may (Iconfeſſe) ſometimes runff 
__«_ 
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& together, butſeldome ſhake hands. 
off} The path of the oneas aſtreight line 
we tind alway as one, and like it 
g ſelte;of the other, crooked, and va- 
is fog rious, and engaged to many difhicu]. 
ly a. ties If ever they chance to meet, it 
2amdQis but as in a point,and ſo ſoone part. 
,, wel The further then we runne in this 
:lmaze of worldly policy, the further 
1, {we cltrange our ſelves from piety; 
1::3-Mand the diſtance, which atfirlt ſee- 
7 ept med below the Senſe,wil at length 
s tobe found above the Vnderſtanding. 
eategEvery ponderous ſubſtance (as Na- 
ive a##74/:/ts obſerve) the more itdeſ 
wayc<nds,thefalter the motion: No mo- 
ow.tmentof ſpace, or time wherein we 
-r beſeraverſe the way of wickedneſle, 
fe agfwhich addes not ſome weight ta 
> herffhe maſſie burthen of our originall 
\eliSmpiety, and haſtens not our paſſage 
polif® perdition. One finne ſeckes to fe- 
> run{<vre it (elfe by ay » and ſmaller 


ther} | crimes 
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crimes find no ſafe protection by 
inthe ſhelter of the greater , Tre 
ſon, and V ſurpation cannot ſuppo 
themſclves,but by the {word of 7 
ranny : Malice invokes Revenget 
help her, aſſiſted with her ſervant 
Aurther and Detrattion , Tngrati 
zude will foone breake into ope 
Defiance, and Neg/ett of Gods Pre 
cepts is commonly ſeconded wit 
 Cotempt;atthe lealt whenall othe 
withdraw their forces , /mprden 
and Hypocriſie are ſworne to ba 
their quarrel] ; whereof the form 
canoutface the ſevereſt cenlure,t 
Jaterblind the eyes of the ſtrice 
Inquiſition . W ho cannot here ot 
ſervea great diſtance beween Ch 
ſtian,and worldly policy ? The or 
counſelsus to inake up the breac 
of our (innes by a ſincere repe 
tance; the other to enlarge it wi 
greater villany. 3nd not two fins t 


get 
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gether, for in oue thou ſhalt not ſcape 
anpuniſzed, faith thewileſt of Kings: 
But theſe Polrricians holding theme 
ſelves wiſer then the wilſeſt, hold 
repentance bale , and perſeverance 
in finnc generous: Nobler they ſap- 
poſe it to adventure forward with 
danger , then retire back with 
ſhame : as though they meant to 
ſhew themſelves indultriouſly re- 
ſolute to fell their part in Heaven, 
and purchaſe their owne damnati- 
on.But theſe we muſt leavea while 
to their owne reſolutions, perhaps 
we ſhall find them againe, with A4- 
chitophel hanging on the gallowes: 
whoſe ſecond , and laſt coundell of- 
fers itſelfe inthe next place touur 
Examination. 

8 Hitherto hath Ach:ropels care 
beento ſtrengthen the fatzon; both 
to ſecure himſelfe , and unite the 
hearts of 7/-ae/ more firmly to Ab- 
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"ſolo theirleader, His ſecond Drye. 
- #92 concernes the ſpeeding of the 
execution: Let me now chooſe ont 
(quoth Achirophe!) rwelve thouſand | 
$16n,and I will ariſe,and purſue after 
David thu night, and I will come up- 
#1 him while he is weary, and weake- 
handed and make him afraid, and al 
zhe people , which are with him ſhal 
filie, and? will ſmite the King only, 
1d I will bring back all the people 
w#nto thee;T he man whom thou ſeckeſt 
5 as 5f all returned: So all the people 
yall be in peace . In whichpoliticke 
' advice of Achitophels, three remar- 
' Kable circumſtances offer them- 
ſelves toour obſervation;which by 
reaſon of the ſcantling of time, and 
your wronged patience , I ſhall be 
conſtrained rather to touch , then 
handle. In the firſt place, his deſire 
was to have as well, as his Head in 


the conſpiracy , ſo his Zandin the 
EXE» 
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ye. execution ; perhaps becauſe he ha» 
ted David, he was ambitious to 
ſhew himſelfe the execntioner of 
his owne revenge, and Davids rn- 
ine:perhaps out of 2aine glory, that 
| he might ſeeme as able to aft, as 
.| wiſe to projet a miſchicfe, perhaps 
out of an officious Battery to engize 
eAbſolons thankfulneſſe by a double 
ſervice - But that which ſeemes to 
me moſt probable, was his extreme 
zealouſie,notdaring to truſt ſo young 
an Experience with a matter of ſo 
great moment, Abſolons youth ſce- 
med perchance too ſhallow to en- 
tertain the depth of his direction:his 
blood to neer tooutface the frowns 
of a fathers anger ; or the awe of ft- 


1 bef} lall duty could not be ſuppoſed a 
hen fit aFor in Davids Tragedy . The 
ref hardeſt Iron at the firſt rouch of the 
dink Loadſtoneis reſtored to its firſt teme 


per,and conceives a Magneticke in- 
D 3 clination; 
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clination; And why might not Da- | 
»:4s fiery aſſault, or gracious coun« | 
tenance mn hisrebellious ſonne Ab- | 
ſolon enforce nature to returne un» 
toher ſelfe, and kindle in him the 
{parkes of filial duty and obedience? 
Here may a manreade the ſtate and 
condition of wicked policy,expoſed 
toa thouſand dangers, and ſubject | 
toa thouſand jealoufies } Well may | 
ſuch men, as Damocles at Dionyſins | 
Table feed their hopes with the 
choiſeſt dainties ; yet Gods fearful 
judgments,as a ſword pendulous o- 
ver their heads, 1s alwaies ready to 
threatena diſtrucion, *Tis not then 
a good, but an evil! conſcience 
which maues men cowards : Only 
he, who wants guilt, wants fear;and , 
nothing but acleer conſcience can 
challenge true mother-hood 1n a 
conragious reſolution . The ſecond 
point we obſerve in Achitophels 
counſell, 
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counſell, wasaflratageme of Diver= 
[/on-His quarrell was not againſt the 
« people, but Darrd : his purpoſeto 
| preſerve the Kingdome, but deſtroy 
theKing ; and thereforethought it 
net ſo meet to hey out his paſſage 
to Davids overthrow through the 
| blood of the ſubicRs , as by the 
| Kings forfeit to purchaſe them to 
4 46/olons obedience. His firlt care 
{ wastoſtrikeat the root it ſelfe,well 
| knowing the branches would fall 


of their owne accord; and the peo- 
ples allegeance once dead in Da- 
vid, would ſoone quicken againe in 
Abſolon . The {trength of 1/-ae/ 1s 
ſhut up inthe Princes pallace ; and 
the ſame power which conquers 
the one,isſ{oone maſter of the other. 
This counſell ſeemes to partake at - 
well of good ,as bad: withthe death 
of one to redeeme the lite of many 
inthe rigorous Lawes of hoſtilitic 
D4 {cemes 
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ſezemes not a duty,but a great carte- | 


fre; but to ſel] a King to buy a King- 
dome, and ſtake one Prince for ma- 
ny ſubjeRs is lefſe then curteſie,and 
more then crneltie . Neither was 
this courfe affeted by Achirophe/to 
ſpare the lives of innocents, or ae 
void a greater miſchiefe; but that he 


fonndiran eaſter way to conquer | 


David , and reduce the people un- 
der the yoake of 4b/olons juriſdiQi- 
on- The good, which politicians nfe 
eo pretend, commonly ſwels in 
ſhew , but ſhrinkes in ſubſtance: as 
the Occan , they would feeme to 
flow in their kindnefles, and em- 
brace us with twining armes, as the 
waves the continent; but ſecking to 
fay hold on them, we find them 
commonly to ebbe into nothing, 


and ſnatch back their owne with 
ſome advatage-If they chance to be 
authors ofany good , it ſerves only 

| to 


ek 
= = 
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 roflatter opinion , anddecerveſime 
| pi_—_ that they love good, but 

that they may be the better armed 
to worke miſchiefe- Tocommit c- 
vill fora good end ſeemes to beare 
abetrer pretence before men, then 
excuſe before God: but to ſuffer, or 
at lome 900d for an evi! end, is the 
{ height of mans wickedneſſe,andthe 
| Divels inſtitution. The third , and 
| lat circumſtance in this eAchito= 
phels counſell was by a ſudden ,anc. 
unexpected affault to take thebelt 
adyantage ofhis owne ſtrength, an1 
| Davids weakneſſe. 1 will (faithhe) 
| ſuddenly fallon David while he 
weary and weake. handed, and the 
| people ſhall flie, To joyne with mens 
misfortunes , and addc to miſerie 
| ſerves rather baſeneſſe of the man, 
then confidence of the cauſe; and 
| to ſecond Gods afflitions with our 
| owne revenge is a marke of G.,!s 
| :. 4 In- 


58 Achitophel, 


matter indifferent as well to good, 


inſtrument, but the Divels ſervant, th 
The apprehenſion ofan apr oppor-ſn 
tunitic 1s of it ſelfe (I confeſle) aſgh 


as wicked policy ; yct halty andun-|ph 


expected ations commonly carry 


with them a greater ſuſpicion off 
guilt,then diſcretion;as that, which 

ſeckes to preventartriall, and fearesþ 
diſcovery. Time the father of truth} 
would ('queſtionleſle) have betraied} 
Abſolons cauſe to. common examie| 
nation, and reduced the diſcontent-| 


ted {ommons to: their firlt temper. 
D avid might have given fatisfat1- 
on, andallegeance have revived 1n 


Fis ſubjets hearts. Neceſlitic,| 


which perhapsbegate the effeRts of 
II! governmet,might haveurged the 


cauſes and reaſon, which at the firſt 


ſeemed to f1wne on their diſcon-| 
tent, might afterwards de taught toÞ 


correct her errours , and ſuppreſſe 
their | 


] 
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vant.ftheir inſolence, All this Achirophet 
ppor-ſknew right well , and therefore 
fe) athoſe rather to take advantage of 
200d, the peoples ſudden paſſion then 
dun-ſtheir maturer judgement ; asone, 
carryſyho had good cauſe to ſhunne ale- 
0N offpall Inry, where he could promiſe 
hichſhimſelfe no other then lofle in the 
earesatall verdi&, Hitherto (beloved) 
ruthſhave wee traced the foot-ſteps 
atedfjot our grand traytor eAchirophel/ 
1Mi-through all his politicke counſells, 
ent-ſJand unnaturall rebellions: Your ex- 
per. petation 1 know (though almoſt 
Aj-Styred) hath long ere this run to the 
{1 infplace of execution, and proclaimed 
tie, his comming:But your wronged pa=- 
s off rijence, and my want of time 
the hath enforced mee to re. 

ir{t | prive him till ano- 

ther Seſlion, 
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To God the Father , God the Sonne, | 
and God the boly GhoFt be aſcri- 
bed all glory, power, and 
praiſe , now and 
for evermore ! 


Amen, 


. 
E: 


% . 


\ +0 
| ACHITOPHEL, 
OR 
The wicked Porzxrician. 
| 2. SAMVEL,Chap,t7.Ver.23. 
| end when Achitophel /aw that his 


connſell was not followed,he ſadled 
his afſe , and aroſe , and gate hins 
home , and ſet h#s honſe in order, 
and hanged himſelfe, and was bus 
ried in the Sepulcher of his Fa 
thers. 


The ſecond part. 


2») Ommon cenſure hath 
Yar ſtampt it for a currant 
XA tt 
ME AY Proverbe, That it ts bete 
R8. ÞÞ ter for a man to be for- 
tunate they wiſe : For 
worldly wiſdome though ſhe ſeem 
alyaics 
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alwaics to fawne on. fortune , yet | 


can never command , and ſeldome 


entreate her ſervice . Ithathbeen | 
thought the pride and priviledge | 


of that power which we call For- 
tune, to beſtow her beſt favours 
where ſhee finds leaſt worth; to 
crowne folly , and crofſe wiſdome; 
to make fooles happy , and the wile 
unfortunate z As a Queene, ſhe 1s 
ſuppoſed to ſhew her greateſt Ma- 
jelty in mans weakneſſe ; to pity 


jus, leſt mans wit or endeavours 
hould challenge any part in her 
prerogative, But he that knowes 
wiſely to arbitrate betwixt the 
clouds of Pagan ignorance , and the 
cleer Sun-ſhine of Chriſtianitie,be- 
twixt Poeticke fancies, and Prophe- 
zick viſions ſhal find valgar opinion 
only miſtaken in the name, aſcribing 
that tranſcendent power of —_— 
| Ing 


i |; & 1,and envyinduſtry;as moſt jea- 
io 


"-— 
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| fing worldly aftions to a Deity 

which they called Fortwne , which 

8 Chriſtian knowledge might have 

taught them more properly to have 
termed P rovidence, And howſoever 
| they have bounded her large Em» 
pire beyond their owne reaſon, yet 
Chriſtianity hath travelled much 
farther, and yet canpreſcribe no li- 
mics; asthat which tranſcends into 
an infinite, and outreacheth the eye 
of all diſcovery . And though no 
place hath been found ſobaſe inthe 
| Theater of Nature or Civil ations, 
wherein Providence cannot ſhew 


. 
= 


{ theabundant Trophyes of her mag=- 


nificence , yet there deſires ſhe to 


| triumph moſt, where to men ſhee 


ſeemes to have lealt power. Hep 
chiefeſt glory is to ſet up her En- 
ſigneson the gates of mans pride, & 
tread on the neck of worldly poli- 
cy . Nomarvell then that jn the 
| great 
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great politician Achitophe/ , in 
whom neither loyalty could com- 

mand reſtraint, or perfwade duty; 

who neither undoubted valor could 
check,or danger terrifie z only Pro- 
videuce could challenge a juriſdi- 
&ion . His politicke obſervationof 
Abſolons depoſition and rare en- 
dowments deſigning him out as a 
fit ſubze@ for his treaſon, ſeconded 
by his crafty and irreligious counſel] 
of abuſins Davids Cencubines , 
(through which in my former Scr- 
mon in this place I wſhered forth 
your attention) had hitherto paſſed 
currant, and found in eventaſmuch 
as it promifed in expeation , Ab- 
folon had hitherto expreſſed him- 
felfeno worle a learner thenhe a 
teacher; thatthe world might well 
doubt, whether the one were more 
happy to proje& , or the other to 
put in practice, Nothing now ſeems 
Fe= 
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of the Scepters. Too much it might 


ſeeme for Achitophel to have both 


too litle for A5/o/on to have no hand 


atall in this Kingly project. If 464 
ſolon dare not truſt his own advice;ſk 
yet let hifh ſhew his liberty of conJþ 


ſent. Wiſdome conſiſts as much ij 

choice as in invention ; neithe 

ſeemesit the leaſt of Ab/olons pre 
ro-ative, amidſt diverſe counſel 
lors to declare himſelfe a King: 4 
chitophel ſhall be ſuffered to ſpeak 
his minde as an aſliftant, not to de 


Q, 
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rermine caulcs asa ludge; & there 


fore inult pardon eAb/olon it appro 
ving him 1n all the reſt, he in thi, 
one diflent. But oftentimes he that 
can beſt a&, can worſt pen his own 
part: And therefore no marvel it 
e7bſolon uſurping the office of A 
chitophel, began to faile in his Jal 
at. But to leave Ab/o/on to hi 


ſearch 


head-ſtrong will, wee muſt here 


n 
ir 
Jc 
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might#arch more neerely into the neg- 
bothÞ& of Achitophels counſell; which 
hand ing the ſecond part in the former 
t 4b4bdiviſion of myT ext,offters it ſelfe 
vViceþaſubjeR for this daies exerciſes 
 Con-Jnd when Achitophel ſaw that bis 
ch i mnſell was not followed, &c. 
ther 2 Achizophels counſell thus de- 
 PrcFffeated (as you have heard) offers it 
nſel$1lfe toour enquiry under the ob- 
7: AFryation of the cauſes and their 
pealoncomitant circumſtances. The 
) deÞauſes preceding the fa&t we may 
ICre$bſerve to be rwo fold; either Prz. 
»profuary, or Secondary: The primary 
| thiftyvefind to be no other then Al- 
 thath ighry God, from whom all other 
OWnnferiour agents derive their 
ell if trength and ation, Where Nature 
AFegins and Reaſon ends, there muſt 
s Jalfkve place that omnipotent and eter- 
> highall power, as the center fro which 
herKil operations firſt ſpring, and the 
arch bound- 
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boundleſſe circiference into whid 
all diſcourſes runne. Betwixt thi 
Eternall and Inferionr Agents, 1 
the diſtance knowes no proportio 
{o Reaſo:1 could never finde reſi 
tance or oppoſition: and cafie w: 
.t for that omnipotent providenc 
to whom Achirophels counſels wer 
from all eternity diſcovered, to de 
creeas well the meanes as the en 
of his defeat. For as in the va 
frame of nature, bodies compare: 
one with the other ſeeme Herers 
geneall,confſiſting of diverſeand op 
poſite operations ; yet as ſo man 
wheeles in an artificial] engine, are 
by the ſame hand direQed to the 
ſame commonule;ſo the ations and 
counſels of men how ſoever caſual 
Iy they ſeeme to meet, and jultle 
one the other, are notwitt {tanding 
preordained by the ſame Infimire 
20unſe]l tg cooperate to the ſame u- 
niver- 
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 Whidhiverſall end. W hence will natu» 
xt thially ariſe this obſervation; ' That 
nts, i$ow/2ever men may propoſe t9 theny= 
Yrtionfe/ves, it #5 onely in the power of al- 
c relifmighty God to difÞoſe.A propoſition 
Ee waſbetterknownas a Proverbe among 
denq 
| were 
to de 
e Een 
va 
parc! 
efrero 


d op 


en, then acknowledged in their 
practice. Had yetthe great Politi- 
iansof this world as much Logick, 
o judge, as cunning to contrive 
heir own plots, they would queſti- 
dnlefſe out of the combination of ſe- 
ond cauſes without reſpet unto 
the firſt, rather ſuſpe& afallacie, 
manygthen promiſe a demonſtration. Had 
2, adIthey as nuuch acquaintance with 
0 the Gods word as their own wicked & 
s andprophane Axiomes;they would have 
ial: Cond the Lord often threatning in 
ultleF holy Scriptures to ſtagger the coun- 
dingy ſell of the wicked, and turne the 
fnitÞ wiſdome of the wiſeit into folly. 
1e u-} Had they rather deſired to be inſtru- 


'ver- Red, 
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&ed, then flattered by experience 
they would have found of their pre 
feſlion, in Reed of a few ctowne 
happy by event, ten thouſand mi 
carryinthe meanes. A good fic 
ceſſe , like a flie Paraſite, rathe 
ſHothesthencommends our action; 
and like a coy Miſtrefſe proſtitute 
her ſelfe to mens negle&t, by 
frowns on their ambition. But the 
are popular arguments ſubject a 
moſt to common lenſe; wherein 
very common obſervation ma 
Claim a ſhare. Should wee ſearch}. 
with moreſubtilty, eyther as ſoun] 
Dz#vines, or deep Philoſophers, inti 
the myſterious manner 'of God 
working;we ſhall finde no ſmall ar 
gument tobe drawn from the difp 
rity betwixt Divine providence ani 
Worldly policy. Theplots and coun 
terplots of me are uſually groundet 


Either upon open Reſfarce,or (ly: 
” 
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Diverſion: The one is taught us in 
the Book of Natzre; wherein we 
may read the interchangeable con- 
queſtof the elements in their mutu- 
all conflits and operations; the 0- 
ther is grounded on (vil! obſerya- 
E tion as well asnature, which in the 
{korteſt and eaſieſt way commonly 

tindes the ſafeſt viory. But Gods 
j Almighty hand which never knew 
Reſiſtance, or needs Diverſion,cafily 
knowes hoy to work his own ends 
by | his ſapernaturall concurrence 
with worldly agents in their moſt 
affected projeds. The ſame meanes 
which wicked' men propoſe to 
themſelves, asjthe fafclt Agents for 
their deſired ends,he makes the In- 
ſtrumentsof their own ruine ; that 
the moſt exacteſt plot wherein poli- 
ey could ever hug her own inventi- 
on, may ſeeme the moſt exquiſite 
j oxample of her owne thame, Eafie 
Was 
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was it for that great King of Het 
ven and Earth with thunder anfer 
lightning fro heaven to have paſheÞ, 
Abſolon 1n pieces, and fcorched uh; 
his ſeditious army; more eaſily coulShi 
he have broken the ſubtile nets ej: 
Achitophels politick invention,theq&: 
Sampfon the Philiſtines bands, or ai 
Elephant a Spiders webbe: but in 
tending rather to make them thei: 
own exccutioners, he ſuffers then 
torunne in their own Labyrinth,tilþ, 
they meet their own ruine. Wha 
way in Nature could Pharaoh deviſe 
more exquiſite, to increaſe thqh: 
ſtrength of ?/-ael! and make themſſn 
populous, then to tye them to theitſh: 
daily burthens?Whence could 74h! 
ſes have better derived his great-t 
neſſe in Pharas's Court, then fromſin 
the bulruſh-cradle floating on th: 
teares of the weeping river? Howhgs 
could Pharoh have feared or ye | 
«al 
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Heated ever in his own tyrannous de- 
Tr afcree projected for his own fafe- 
aſheÞuard, and 1/7aels extirpation to 
ed wfhave found 1/+ac! ranfomed, and 
coulghimſelfe rained ? that his owne 
ets efdaughter ſhould preſerve that as a 
,thefrabinet of pleaſure, which Loſes 
or Mother beſtowed on him as 2 
1t inmournfull cottin? Litle thought 79 

W---5 brethren 1n (clling him tothe 
themflZgiptians, to have purchaſed their 
h,tilbwn ſhame, & his future greatneſſee 
W haYLicle thought thoſe Roman Empee 
eviiors, in their raging perſccutions ta 
> thihave ſown the ſeed of the Church 
the nn the bloud of the Martyrs, and 


ave ſeen Chriſtianity moſt trium- 
 M0Þhantin her greateſt wounds: Litle 
reatFhought Pope Leothe tenth,in ſend- 
from ng his 7ndulgences into Germany,to 
1 theſhave met with ſuchan opportunity 
Hows the peoples diſcontent, and the 
” Heremite friars defeat to have ſtir. 


ce red 
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reduprhehot ſpirit of Z»ther, ti 
have given ſuch a fatall blow to hi 
own greatneſſc, and ſethis tyra 
nous Hierarchy infuch a terribk 
combultion.Sychis the infinite will 
dome of -that Providence to ordain 
workdlypolicy toafford not onlyt 
apteſt inſtruments, but the exacte 

opportunities todeltroy it ſelte,a 
there to declare our greateſt weak 
nefle where we repoſe oyr.greatd 
ftrength W hence by way ofappl, 
cation we may draw two other Cor 
deRaries expreſſing no lefle app 
rent foorltaps of Gods Almigh 
providence, in diſpoſing. the affaire 
of men: Firlt, rhat in preventsen 
worldly plats and ftratagems he com 
monly ſhewes not himſelfe but at th 

{aſt puſo, and ſeldewie-diſtovers 0 

danger till we ſuppoſe onr ſelves mi 
fecare. Had Gods wildome rann 
the courſe of humane policy, he 
| migh 
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Kmighthave preventedaswelias de. 
feated Avhitaphels deggne; hee 
Imighthave itirred up Davids jea- 


lauſic betime to have,ſhutup. 4bjo- 
lon .n-priſon; or according to.the 
prepoſterons rules .of :the Orranzan 
?aſtice have rewarded his future 
treaſon with a preſent execution: 
Abſolon might have failed as,well 
inthe firlt as lalt,precept; or at. leaſt 
Achitophel might have read-in Ab- 
ſolons diſpoſition his wilfull weak- 
neſlc or inconltancie ; but God pur- 
ues not ours buthis: own glory, as 
-one who is then moſt willne. to 
fhew his power, when ourhopesor 
abilitiescan challenge leaſt, | 
8 Qur ſccond Conſcary 


| drawn from Gods omnipotent pra= 


vidence, is, 7 hat God ſits not as ar 
idle feftator, but tnterpoſerh him 
ſelfe as a chief attor on the T heater of 
worldly aftious, It was not only an 

| E 2 idle 
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idle but a wicked dream of Epicarnſy; 
and his followers, that God buſiedſſe 
in the contemplation of heavenlyfjf 
matters, gave over the goyernchi 
ment of the World to Chance 0 ly 
Natuare: as ifhe ſuppoſed it a ill 
or Water-worke,which once framed], 
by an Artificer, and animated by aft 
ative power, ſhould worke of iti f 
own accord, and preſerve in it thdf \ 
principles both of Aorion and Conf { 
tinmance: Which opinion ( for t 
ought that I know )Jmight be faltne(}] þ 
on our Maſter Ar:/totle, who not onfl c 
ly in his Phyficks ſcemes to deny of ( 
Providence;but inthe whole courſg] | 
ofhis Philo{opby ſeemes to preferrei { 
 Natareas a Deity,who God ſhould}! 4 
rather ſerve then command: yeth » 
here ſhould I freely diſcouer mine} d 
Opinion, I ſhould ink our Thilo ti 
opher miſtaken in dividing one and} © 


the ſclifefame thing 1nto diverſe} y 
WO Names: 
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1carnt| Names: To ſeparate God from Na- 
bulicdſſr#ye is to divorce nature from her 
venijiſelte; which ſeemes of it ſclfe ab- 
7erne {furd; bur toaſcribe at and motion 
"ce Oflunto the latter, and appoint the for- 
AMifmer to fit idle asa ſpectator, or at 

amedJlcaſt a necefiary agent to ferve na+ 
byarture, is moreabſurd then to think a 
of iti} finite more excellent thean infinit; 
it thi] whichis ſtrange how fo great a wit 
Coxfi ſhould once tmagine. But we outof 
the principles of Chriſtian Philoſs- 


( for 
[tne] phy may eaſily be taught a double 
t on] concurſe of the Creator with the 
eny 4 Creature; the one Generall which I 
Aurſd] hold to be no other then that we us» 
ferr ſually call Natwre: the other Specs- 
ould} 2// which humane 7gnorance or Ad- 

yetf/ miration hath tearmed Afsracler 
nine Neither can reaſon imagine the na- 
hile-Þ tural] generation of thangs,to be any 
and} other then a continuate creation, 
erſeÞ wherein Almighty God according 
Wes: E to 


w — 
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wthe Apreſs and: Preparativs of t 
the ſubje&t daily mimiſters newt 
formes,or conſerves the iame;whichſ | 
the Divines tearme' Preſervation | 
For" ro: give” a/ creature withoueſls 
Gods immediatconcurrence and a+ 
bilitic of producing the' like or e-|iC 
quall ſubſtance'to it ſelfe; or by his||" 
ownlpower toderive out ofthartir(bÞ 
{havs anew forme or namite; ſeemy [19 
to me totrench roo fatre on. Gods} 
Prerogatives I had almoſt faid, to'e--|j © 
mulare Goda the ſecondpartof his |} * 
crextion. But to! leave this- Com-| 
nion- wealthy off Natzre to 1t&fir{t || 
iſticarion; and:enter into 'the view' || 
of mens afions,. we ſhall finde a: | 
mbre ſpecial concurrence of Di || 
vine'providencethenin the fortner, 
To what othet cauſe elſe ſhould we 
owe that miraculous preſervation 
of Gods'Chiereh, which through the | 
violence of ſomany ages hath ſaved | 
| It. 
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4 of iefelfe entire, with ſo fmail anum- 
newi|Þberand groat an- oppoſition? Tine 
vhich|which hath ſeen the Re and Fallot 
tax {fo many famous kingdomes; the in- 
thoupſtvention and decay of {o- many lear- 
nd a. {nedlabours;the cretion & defacing. 
Ir e- of ſo many ſtately Trophies, rime. 
y hig||which1n her vaſt gulfehathno! only 
fr fwvallowed up antzyuity, but for the 
emy [| greatel? part:envied her hiſtory, hath- 
20dg | yetchertfhed inher boſome thisone 
0'e=- || darling; and kepr a ſoure regiſter of 
his || all her a&tions. Should I deſcend to 
"Mm-}| partiouſarexamplesotGodsconcure: 
frſp || rencein mans ations, I ſhould ſoo» 
ew' | ner looſe my-ſelfe thenifind an end. 
e ai} The moſt jirreligions Hearhens 
Jj.. | through the thick: clonds. of jgno- 
er. | rancehaveoften eſpyed tho glimpſe 
ve | of Gods dreadfall lightning, andok-. 
on. | ten quaked ar his thunder + They 
have felt his finger in their wounds, 
| andacknowledged his ſtrength. in 
| E 4 their 


80 Achitophtl, 


their weaknefſe:Y ca ſuchhath been] 
the power of Allmighty God,toex|/ 
pole theirown wicked actions as a} 
table of their confeſſion, and extort|/ 
an acknowledgementof his vitory| 
out of their blaſphemy. 7/ian that] 
wicked Apoffate,though as politick| 


to obſcure, as malitious to oppoſe 
the truth of Chrift lea, was yet in 
the end conſtrained to fhur up his 
tyranny with a Yiciſts Galilee, In 
like fort weread of Afahomet the 
ſecond the firſt Emperor of the 
T arkes, that at the ſiege of Scorda 


againlt the Chriſtians , in the de-|' 


fence of ſo ſmall a City againlt lis 
mighty Army, finding God his enc- 
my he blaſphemouſly asked by way 
of exprobation. whether God had 
not enough to doe in Heaven that he 
ſhould interpoſe himſelfe in his af- 


faires on earth? He that will not de. | 


ny a God mult of neceſſity grant a 


pro- 
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1 been) providence: thus having takena ge- 
to cx-[! nerall ſurvey of the primary of chief 
1s as af} caute of Achitopbels defeare, let us 
| delcend to the {econd cauſes which 
Rory|/ in the next place offer themſelves 
 tharh/ toobſervation. 
itick} 4 'Gods power hath expreſſed 
poſe|} it ſelte legible as well in the book of 
| Natwreas of Graces and naturall a- 
> his} gents (as you have heard) as they 
- In}; derive their operations .from his 
the |) ſtrength, fo they are determined by 
the} bis will,and cureted to his glory. 
41 Here we finde Natereinf{ccond A- 
de-[ gents nor ſet again{t her ſelf, though 
ray{eda pixch beyond her private 
ne. | inclination; and the firſt cauſe with- 
out eytherneed or violence, to-cn= 
1ad | terrain the ſerviceof the ſecond. 
he | Whence, cre we deſcend to cach 
af. | particalar inferior agent; will ariſe 
one generall obſervation; That A! 
| wighty God bringing io paſſe miracu- 
.E 5 {onus 


$2 Atbitophel.. 


lozs and great events, commonly ad-.te 


wits the cooperation of ſerond.cauſes. 
As caſy-was it queſtionlefſe for chat: 


great Architect :ofnature, ,who out | 


6fwalt &temptineſſe begat a world, 
toereate as to command, rocaute.as 
to entertaine the operation of infe- 


' riof. Agents.. Here might Hiſtory 


WW 
ne 
ar 


ſkew: her-ſelfe prodigall of exam-P 


ples but never bankrupt: every mo- Þ 


ment inthe ordinary courſe of * hu- 
manead&tions begets ſome inſtance | 
or other todemonſtrate Gods graci- | 


ons love and favour to the world; | 


who able-to daſhborh' Pelicy and Þ 


Nattre out of conntenance, .is not- 
withſtanding pleafed ts adinit then 


as his obedjent hand-maydes... Bitt 


to expreſſe' the ſecret cooperatiori 
of God working by ſecond carffes, is. 
a-matrer which hath heretofore ſtip= 
gered Phitoſophy,and puzled the ap? 

prchenfion of the ſharpeſt and _ 
| teſt. 
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-ad&.tref 'Divines. Neverthelefſt 6 firre. 
ves, (forthas the infinire power of God 
char may diſpenfe with mans. enquiry,. 
» out [we may redice the manner of his. 
Ir1d, (working to certain. Heads,. to de-+ 
ſe.as fehmeas much as we- catt the twoie- 
nfe- |nemies of ander{tanding, obſcurity; 
Pory [and confulion. The aRtion then of 
am--{Godsconcurring with ſecond cans 
mo- fpſes, concernes either the beginninge 
hu- Þprogreſſe, or exd of: the ſame at: In: 
nce [the beginning we may cal}it either 
aci- [Poſetive or Negative; The politive 
rd; fconſiſts either inthe fartherance or 
and ſhinderattee of humane actions; borks: 
ot- | which may be either internal or ex. 
erm |evballe The internall promotion or 
Bite | Ninderance is againe divided into- 
ior þ fwoats; for either itconcernes the. 
, 5. /#pportaxce of the creature,. which: 
ipz þ in thefrſt moment isrearmed Cre- 
2. | #ion ;in continuance, Prefervation:: 
x for the preordimation. of the. Agenr,. 
| w.hich, 
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which withour Divizes,againlt the 
tenent of Armmins | dare to call 
Predetermination, The -externall is Fi 
the preſentment of ſore externall 
and preſent 955e# to the apprehen<-Þi 
ſion of the ſenſe, wit, or nnderftand- 
3ng; which latter actions concurre as 
wellin Gods hrmderance of humane 
actions: For the ſame Almighty 
wer can at once both promote 

is own and hinder mens connfels. 
This Hinderance -is many. waics 
bronght to paſſe; for cither the im-+|j * 
pediment is caſt on our Authority, -: 
power, wil, oy ſtate, Our authority| : 
of free-working is-curbed and re- 
rained by-the Law, whereof thef 
- breach is a ſinne: as that of Adamin| 
Paraaiſe, whole li>erty conld not} 
diſpenſe with the taſting of the for- 
bidden tree. Our Natarall power is 
ſcheckrby many intervenient cau- 
es: firlt by cutting off the a” 
II 
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lifeand being, asthar of the ſiege of 
leruſalem by Sennacherib, by {mit- 
ing in one night an hundred foure- 
ſcore and five thouſand;or the bring. 
ing of 'Elizs the Propher to Ahazia 
by the conſumption of. fifty men by 
fire from heaven. Secondly by de- 
tration or diminution of the power 
as Jeroboam was reltrained fromape- 


| prehending the Propher, by the dry. 


ing up ot his hand. Thirdly by op 
politio of equall orgreater ſtrength, 
3s Vzztah was hindred by Azaria 
and hisfoureſcore Prielts from offer-= 
ing-in the Temple, Fourthly by re= 
moving or ſubtraction of the obieft, 
as cur,Saviour {aved himſelfe from 
the violence of the Tewes, and the 


| Tribune Paul-from the conſpiracy, 


Animpediment may be' caſt on our 
will either by Gods predetermining. 
power, Which againſt Arminizs we 
have formerly maintained ; or by 
« fome 
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ſome ontward perſwaſive argument. 


bor nya. e ufit-; Þ of 


ally diflivades'our will: from come. 
mencingany ation, are commonly: 
— either from the Topicks of 
ceming impvſibility ard apparent 
difficulty or nnpleaſantreſſe, loſſe, 8' 


aiſhonowr By the firſt for a while the: | 


Scribes and Phavriſes were. reltrai«- 


ned from offering viokence untoour”: Þ 


Saviour, becatiſe they knew im of- 
the people to be eſteemed asa Pro- 

pher. Tn like fort God heretofore ſer: 
abarrebetwixt his own people and: 


the Idohatrous 1/Faeltres , left: they: | 


ſhonld craffick' as well frnnes as fa-' 
mMiliarity.By the ſecond _ bres 
thren were diverted from the mur-- 
ther of their Brorher, becauſe a mil- 
der courſe ſeemed to ſerve thei 


pirpoſe. By the third and laſt 2oſep#+ 


was diffwaded from adultery with 
Poiiphars wife, and David trom 
:” ___ mucly: 


[Le 


—— > 3. 


_ ww > @. > a: i. a 0 


ot. 
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waching the- Lords amnointed. Ant. 


fa-; | obſtacle may-be caſton the aZ. it ſelf 


InNe- 


nly- 


of 
j{ 


two manner of waies; cither by take 
ing away the obieft, which with: 
ſome wehave reduced to theimpe. 
diment of thepowe?, ov by:difabling 


' the inflaxe and power of the agent 
: Pittegard of the patrent; whereot we 
- P have an example inthe 2bree Chit- 
 Þ arez, unconſumed/in the fiery far - 
| tare. The regarive aft of Godgcont 


carring 1s 'permſſion ,' clean opp» 


 Þ ſe to the vther, & therefore ought: 
- F tobe ſquared bythe ſame diftint# 
+ Þ on: for as Logicrans have tanght ts, 
"| —_— otrghr to ſuffer the ſame - 

- | diviſtoti- Only from hence. we muſt 
' except the. impediment calt on owt 
| ations by the Lawor A#rhority;for 


atherwite would there. follow: an. 


| apparent contradiction, . :that rhe 


ſame 44 {ſhould be a finne and yer 
nd (ine: a finne as it by the Law 
forbid: 
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forbidden, and yet no ſinne as 1tis} 
. by the ſame power permitted, 
Theſe a> foreſpoken of Gods con- 
currence, ſcem to prevent and pres 
cedethe action of an inferioragent, f 
Inthe action'it ſc}fe we finde twof 
ſpediall acts; the one, an anal ae-f 
termination of the agent to the 96+ 
ef, the other a direttion to the end, 
An inſtance of the former we have 
an. Herods cruelty upon the chikf 

dren, which was diverted by our 
Saviorr, by the ſubſtitution of ano- 
ther obreff; Of this latter in King 
Ahaſueroſh,who amidlt the ſpoiles 
of ſo many virgin concubines ligh- 
ted on Heſter, wham providence 
had marked out to be the preſerver 
of the ewi nation. The concurſe 
of Godafrer andin the.end of hu- 
maneaRtionsis no other then the 
airetFron of the.cvent to a farther 
purpoſe: which we obſerve 5 theſ 4. 

| ewes 
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Zewes crueltie in crucifying onr Sa» 


viorr ; the execution of whoſe ma* 
lice was fonnd to be the moſt ex- 
quiſite meanes of our {alvation. Bat 


'þI have almoſt loſt my ſelfe in this 
[Labyrinth , whereintothough Phe 
loſophy feemes to have taught an en» 
| trance in, yet Div#nity never diſcos 


vered a paſſage out 4 as that which 
begins with mans ſmalleſt ;know- 


ledge, and ends in his greateſt jgno=- 


rance , Hence are wetaughtnot ſo 
farre to truſt Gods providenceas to 


|negle the ordinary meanes which 
| God offers to qur induſtry or obſer« 


vation. Hez+«kiah, thengh hehad al 


ready received under Gods owne 
hand and ſeale, a leaſe of fifteene 


yeares to the date of life almolt ex» 


|pired , negle&ted neither. the Pre 


phets countell , nor the helpe of his 
Phyſtians: and David in this place, 
aman after Gods owne heart, and 

| confident 
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confidontenongh of hisproteRtion, jp, 
hath: noCwithftanding his prefen 
recett{ctofecondoatifes,. as preon. 
daiaed/of Giad for Lohorophets de-fþy 
CO eny Which ſt: 
eonud'cantesvommTIng next inorderfif 
rticularly-te be'traced one, yourſc 
Reveurableateatonwl ;iÞ hopeaſþ 
while loager haldtheoandle wiitlefhi 
Fbricefly readthems - ' ©: 
5 Themwferion»agertrooncur-þ 
ring to the negledt: of: frhitophels 
coanſell, are redneed) unto two 


by he befonght him to confoundy 
the'counſell of Arhrtophet his pro-ſyc 
fet enemy. The good uſe of praterfin 


Arhirophel. Ld 
Fav 2lvwaics been oftcemed! both 
he firiband lafb remedy inour-grex- 

Fdangersasthedareſdkeywhich 
pengand(ſhury the: doove.obGody 
[ecrercioſer,. When our. friends 
krinkfromus, aydall worldlytras 
agems are our of fight; whendane 
ets. preſent! their Gorgow faceons 
ideous: as) our fares, and: denh 
mdgat oar'elbowes'to ſummon 
ur appearance tothe laſt arrajgnv 
enti,, only prayer is lefr toinrers 
ede as a-gracions Oratour and effe+ 
tive Advocate. Though Arhirophel 

wit and” induſtry would ſhew 
imſelfea politician,,. yet Davidird 
indity, muſt expreſie himſelfe a 
Frophet:and though 46/#/ons hopes 
re groanded- on his worldly 
trength:,. yer Davidsſtrength isc-- 
pro-fected on Gods protection. Neither 
rat fin his facred ejacularion whereinhe 
nenfddrefled. hinfelfe to Gods wilt 
hath and 
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and mercy , was his deſire untuto.fſhy 
red, or his devetion ignorant : Heefro 
knew to whom he ſpake,and obſer.ſibe: 
ved a diſtance; as fearing leſt his re-Yact 
ligiouszeale might ſeeme unman-m' 
nerly if unſeaſonable. The greateſfw' 
offices are commonly ſubject to theſſſtat 
greateſt ſoleciſmes, and Prater, deco 
yotion's moſt truſty meflenger, iſſſer: 
not well direted or acquaintedÞli 
with her embaſſage, may ſoone deÞſo 
generate into ſuperſtition , Burt ſoſſto 
well inſtructed was David in this|lit 
religious courtſhip , as if the cnd offide 
his ſujte had veen othexs inſtituti-Yer 
on,and his example our rale. Whe4ar 
ther we reſpe& the Anthor, Enijen 
Objeft,Time,or Forme of his carneſtÞth 
petition , we ſhall obſerve him asÞan 
diſcreet asrelizious, as one whichſhi 
owed his orizons aſmuch to know-Þbu 
ledge as devotion. Firſt we find his} & 
prater neither to be ignorant nor} n« 


hypo, 
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tuto.fſhypocriticall ; but as proceeding 
HeeSfrom a generous and uncorrupted 

bſer. heart; uſhered inby ſincerity, and 
Is re-Jaccompanied with contrition . He 
man-{meafured his meditations ratherby 
atelflweight then number . He was not 
 thelſtaught as a Popiſo penstentiarie to 
, de-ficount his beads inſtead of his pray= 
, ifers,and make his fingers the 1ntel- 
ntedWligencers to his faith. He knew not 
e depſo much complement as the Divels 
1t ffformall Courtiers, who defire as 
thislitle ro be beleeved of God as un» 
d offiderſtood of men; and eſteeme Pray- 
uti-Yer rather asa decent formalitie then 
he4areligious exerciſe. Secondly the 
*n1 end ofhis Praier was no other 
neſtÞthen the preſervation of his people, 
n asÞand his owne defence ; neither in 
ich} his owne defence fought he revenge 
1-fbut _—_ his prater was not dire= 
his} Red againſt the perſon bur the fin; 
nor neither bis deſire (for oughtI ſee) 
{d 


pos 
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ſo much)inthe ruine of Yohitophd®! 
as thadivenionot higpolicy. Tarwſy**! 
{faithhey):hc5/dome of Achiraphe 
4xto folly! We find not.inthisforme 
theafatedcurtes of the Romani? 
Syagegne, whichraving Shimei a /% 
therune dogging him in.his wa 
agbt ascalily have taught-as Da 
widfaffercd, Bart the Pope. perhap 
may command what. David -neve 
durſtto antreate of-God; and :wha 
48 a King and Prophet to Chriſtsuni 
verſalllVior , or Davids preroge 
tiveto his Swpromecy ? Too mucif*" 
aniyhtitbe -thought for -Dawid tc 
banne ot -excommunicate a gracey® 
lefleſonneorrebellious ſubjeR-ye po 
may:itperiaps fceme- too litle f 

Peters faxceflor,in-whoaſehands ard? 
thokeycsofheaven;hel];ond Purgay 
toryrofhutand open iat this ile: 0 
ſure. LothTam (beloved) tojeſtin];" 
\carneft , or wrne aferieus blaſpheJ*\ 
my 


phel, 
HY 


aphe 


an 
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wyintoapleafant Front "But \no- 


thing workymorethen oar:ſhame= 
fullactions,; \and-thedame power 


which #praes. humane wildome w- 


$0. folly, makes;itunro:men ridiate 


- ous, To bewailetolly 'with 'Hera- 
Kclirw , argues charity-;-and yet.tp 
Blayghar at with Democretus,can be 
Finterpreted no 4finne but Iyſtice. 
F'Thirdly-che objett 'to which:Du- 
Moi4s prayer was dixeted , wasine 

other then God himfelfe , as one 
oo {beltacquaimed with his neceitic, 
” Band mot able torelieve him . Had 


he brenzanght the complement of 


BourlRemane Courticrs, orthereli- 
_—_ ou myltertesof Poperyghe We 
| ore 


have prepared Gods ares 


Foy the mediation of ſame Sant, or 


ſt in 
phe 


atleaſt have made praviſionoftome 
iochanted Rehicke to prive-himiate 
from danger. The holy Legevd,(had 
he livedan theſe riper times) might 
que- 
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eſtionleſſe have inſtructed him n 
the particular offices of cach Saint, 
a{well as the ancient Romay records 
in the prerogative of each inferiour 
Deity . Athouland to one but ſome 
humble S.Francs would have been 
Tingled our'to deliver his petition, 
or ſome Charitable S.T homas Becket 
who could not deny a parrat hisal: 
fiſtance , would have been move! 
with the petition of a King . 
David (it ſeemeth) better kney 
. the Ki»g himſelfe then theſe his 
Conrtters, and negleting theſe in- 
teriour officers preſents his ſuite to 
noother then God himſelfe, whom 
ncverthelefſe he found (if we be- 
leeve Scriptures ) facile enough}*! 
both to heare his prater and grant his 
hisrequeſt . Fourthly the time and fl 
opportunity ofhis praier cannot butÞ Pr: 
miniſter ſomewhat'to obſervation, 
He deferred not his petition , like af Mc 
| malefactor 
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malefator onthe gibbet, ora pro. 
phane Sea-man in perplexity,to the 
laſt extremity; but he begins where 
deſperate and carelcfle - ſinners 
would at lacſt deſire to end. Noſoo, 
ner had Fame as a ſwift Paurſevant 
overtaken - eAchrtophel mm his re- 
voir, buthe makes hisrecourſe to 
Almighty God, as one who kneyy 
well that jt was his office rather to 
governe then obey Deſtiny . The 
fame hand of vengeance which by 
v0 Hoſes entreaty was reſtrained from 
the overthrow of the idolatrous 7/- 
raelites,and by a generall praier and 
repentance from the defſolation of 
| Ninziveh , he could not imagine ei- 
ther lack or impotent in defcatof 
his enemies,or defence ofhis faith- _ 
JÞ full ſervant . Fiftly we obſerve his 
prater to be ſhort & pithy,not tedi- 
4 ous and impertinent; as thinking it 
meeter that his heart ſhould diate 
F tohis 


+ | 
| 
: 
., 
>, 
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his tongue , then his tongue inter- 
pret to his heart. His praicr was not 
crudeand unconcoRed, abounding 
with as many T autologies as words, 
but ſeaſonable and parheticke', ex. 
= ſling no lefle then his carnelt de. 

ire, anddireed no further then 
the preſent purpoſe . Here, as our 
Saviour in the Goſpell heretofore 
taxed the Phariſes of long and tedi. 
ous babling, might I proccecd tore. 
prehend ſome Phariſes of our time, 
wereT {ure tobe mine owne Inter- 
preter: ButIam muchaftraid , Ic| 
through rhe {ides of a few fattioms & 
fantaſticke F1rits I ſhould be ſuſpe- 
Aed to wound religion. The fixt 
and laſt circumlitance in Davia: 
pou was that it proceeded from 

im extemporar y,as belt fniting with 
an extemporary and ſudden acci- 
dent . Henceour moderne Maſſe 


prieft 
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orieft.s might have been taught a 
more profitable Art of Praier, then 
the fale of ſet Zitmrgzes for all occa» 
fons, No invention of man conld &- 
yer prove {o infinite as to fift the 
preciſe corners of every mans con- 
ſcience : neither is it inthe wit of 
man but God , to dictate a preſent 
forme for all future accidents, and 
preſcribe a ſpeciall Antidote againſt 
'S all temptatwns. Herein commonly 
the Phyſitian (hewes himſelfe ne 
ſooner then the diſeaſe), as ene who 
would have us depend rather on his 
preſent favour then our premedita- 
ted counſel]; and in ſach caſes I take 
that of our Saviour,[ Dabitur 31 ill4 
oP be underſtood , Neverthe- 
lefſe from this or other the like eja- 
culatory praiers, warranted b y Scri= 
pture!, and prattifed by holy men, 
litle ground of argument can the 
Brownifts take for their opinion, 

F 2 who 
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who admitting no diſtintion be- 
ewixt Publique and Private praier, 
would have all to proceed froman 
extemporary and ſudden meditati- 
on: as though God could notaſwell 
dire&t-our ſtudy as ſtrengthen our 
delivery;and there were not a place 
aſwell for attention to follow, as 
invention to ditatE in our Devot1i- 
on. For the confutation of which 
mens unwarrantable inculty , wee 
need goe no further then our Savi- 
ours owne example, who preſcri- 
bed us a {et forme of praier, or Da- 
vidat leſt,of whom we now ſpeak: 
who hath left behind him ſo muiny 
ſweet and divine medita:1ons, as a 
teſtimony of his SanRity, and a pat- 
terne for our unitation. Hitherto 
(Beloved) have I diſcourſed of the 
Impulſ;ve fecond cauſe of eAchito- 
phels defeat: The inftrumentall cau- 


s, whereunto wy method inthe 
next 
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be. ; 
ier, | NEXt place is engaged, concerne el- 
on ther the immediate preventioy of 


Achitophels deſigne, or diſcovery of 
it to David and his Army. The fore 
mer conſiſting of Chy/ay's loyaltie 
& Abſelons weakneſſe,difcovers un « 
rous aſwell the chara&-r of a truſt y 
SubjeR,preferring his Kings fafery 
before his owne ambition, as of ay 
unexperienced young Prince, more 
willing to hearken tothe voice of 
fattery,then wile direRtjon. The la- 
ter Gods power inthe weake im. 
plicity of a filly ayd, the inſtru. 
| ment of this diſcover y.In the briete 
touching of which points T hope to 
find your patience alitle more pro- 
pitious then the time, 

6 As much as the dignity of a 
King tranſcends the Swbjef, 1s the 
obligation of the Subje&t to his 
King? neither is the duty lefle wee 
owe tothe {afety of our Soveraigne, 
Fa then 
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then the fafegard we challenge in 
his protection; as the CEmter next 
under God from which we derive 
Our honours, and to which we owe 
onr ſervices . Of this duty ( 9#/hay 
D avias truſty ſervant was not ig- 
norant, neither was his know- 
ledge better tutor'd then his indu- 
ſtry. The fame hand of Kingly 
munificence which diſpenſed him 
bishonours, pointed him ont the 
lines of his obliged loyalty; neither 
was he more flick to obey then Da- 
id to command » . Retwrne into the 
City(quoth David to { huſhat) and 
ſay unto Abſolon, I will be thy ſer- 
vant,O King, as I have been thy fa- 
thers ſervant;(o ſhalt thon defeate the 
connſell of Achitophel. Almighty 
God, who formerly heard Davias 
prayer, direed his advice , and 
Ch#uſhai's induſtrious loyaltie . In 


andertaking of which deligne., we 
| ſhall 
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ſhall find David bleſſed in ſo good a 
ſervant, as (hnſpas worthyof fo 
good a Maſter; whoſe carriage of fo 
dangerous a buſinefſe in ſo honeſt 
and diſcreet a faſhion,ſeemes to co- 
py out untous all the offices of an 


t 1 4 

owe | honeft politician , In the firi# place 
du. | WE find his obedience and reſolution, 
'gly neither ſhrinkin3 from the awfull 


looks of danger , nor forfeiting his 


the 8 Maſters trult , The apprehenſion 
her | of an uncxpeRed friend, orrecon- 
Ja. | Cciled enemy , mighthave betrayed 


the 8 Þis errand to watchfull jealouſie; 
nd | fu = might have called his vc- 
». | ry looks to examination; andguilty 


feare the child of treafon might 
have delivered him over asaſpy to 
preſent execution. Achitophels deep 
inſight in State affaires , and Abſo» 
tons confidence in his oraculous ad - 
vice, might have cither ſounded his 
diſpoſition, or daſht his counſell our 
F 4 of 
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of countenance; and then ſhould he 
find hisbeſt ſervice. rewarded with 
death or torturezart lea(t,had his mel 
{age metthe beſt ſucccfie, and ran- 
fomed his Maſter David from 1o im- 
minenta coſpiracy,yet according to 
the rules of worldly policy,he cculd 
not yet ſuppoſe Ab/olons jealouſite 
more dangerous then Davids obli- 
gation. Princes unwillingly owe 
curtclies greater then themſelves, 
and common]y preferre a bankrupt 
debtor, before an overdeſerving 
creditor : as if the very ſight or re- 
membrance of a beneficiall friend 
ſhould ſeemea perpetual exprobra- 
tion of ingratitude , A ſmallerdi- 
{paragement it ſeemes among 
worldly Tyrants to want Juſtice 
then Power, rather to be thought 
willing to offend , then not to be 
thouglitable to requite. Theſe obj._- 
Aions urged to Chuſhays likely 
TON> 
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conjeure and politicke obfervati- 
on, might eaſily have chekthis for- 
wardnefſe in Davids fervice, and 
ſrargled his refolution in the very 
birth. But he out of acleare and cou- 
ravious ſpirit, neither feares an ene» 
my, nor ſaſpects a friend; nor ſeeks 
his duty abroad in other mens fore- 
caſts which he might find at home 
in his. owne boſome . In the fecond 
_ we may obſerve ht truſty 
ove tohis Maſter David: occafion 
might here ſecme to {mile on his 
advancement , and Abſo/ons grow-= 
ing fortunes, as the riſing Sunne, 
might have tempted his ambition? 
David ſeemes ready todepart, and 
Abſolonto enter the Scene of life 


| and foveraignty : and who in polt 


cy would not rather chuſe to have 
his fortunes to live in Ab/oton, then 
die in David? Tohave betrayed the 
Fathers truſt , might bave ingaged 

= Pg". © nn 
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the ſonnes affeftion ; and to raiſe 
himſelfea-fortnne out ofhis Maſters | 
ruine,through the greateſt breach in 
the laws of loyalty, had ſeemed one 
of the chiefelt Maximes in the art of 
Policy: But he as a faithfill fubjeR 
reſpetsnot what he might, but 
what he ought ; not ſo much what 
occaſion might ſeeme to offer , as 
what religion might de knowneto 
Juſtifie : as one who would rather 
owe his. misfortunes to his trully 
fervice, then his preferment to dt- 
ſhoneſt treachery. Thirdly we may 
note his ſecrecie and diſcretion in 
managing ſo dangerous and great a Þ 
projet. He invaded not the young 
Princes cares with a ſadden and un-Þ 
expected on-ſet,or like an intruding 
Polytrigmon ſhew'd himfelte more } 
othcious then wifſe,. - to out- run the 
goaie ,. and let ſlippe before occaſt- 
en, He expetcd ,not prevented his | 


oppOr- | 
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{clte ,direted by David, and pra d 
Ctiſed by Chnſhay , ſeemes to give] C 
Warrant to this obſervation-; Thai | 
there 13 aſwell a good as an evill poli | 
c3,a{welt an honeſt and diſcreet 
conveyance of our aftions.groundet 
on religion, as an indirect grocce- 
ding ingaged to ufwarranted and 
unlawtull actions. Hcethat woul! 
have us tobe innocentas Doves,hath 
taught as alſo to be wiſe as Serpents, 
and he that diſpenſeth us the mean 
to atch1eve our ends,permits us all, 
the proper and beſt dire&ion : But 
ho:y preciſely to-dividebetwixc an 
bonelt providence, and unlaw full po 
licy,ncither onthe one: fide to vio- 
late Gods precepts,nor on.the oth 
to neglet our ownerightleemes! 
matter as curicus to determine at 
neccflary to unlerſtand. To be Gods 
ſervant & ite Times at once ſeems 
inccmpatible ;, eſpecially in _ 
iſs 
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Jiforderly mixture of hutmane ati» 
ons:in which(as Bean would coun» 
ſc]lus) it bchoves a wiſe man to 
few himſelfe as various as the ſea- 
fon. We cannot command, but obey 


occaſion. The meanesand opportu= 
nities whereof Srateſmen take ad- 
vantage in defeating of their oppos 
ſites, are rather tound then. choſen; 
and rhe-manner and direction cf onr 
proiets rather preſcribed us by 
chance then skill, ; as ſuch whole 
caſualitie depends not on our. will, 
but obſcrvation . Neverthelefle be- 
tweene the iniquity of ourtimes, 
and the ſtrineſſe of a good con(ci- 
ence a {pace is left wide enough ta 
give paſſage for a rcligious and wiſe 
diſcretion : and by how. much the 
plets of menand changes of State 
feeme more datigerous to Gods 
c' ildren ; by ſo much is theircare 
and providence in declining the 
{nares 
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ſnares of the wicked the better 
warranted. For God condemnes in 
us aſwell the negie of our care, 1s 
his providence; as one whole wit- 
dome workes {cldome without, but 
withand in our induſtry. 

7 The ſecond inftrumental! 
cauſe which ſhewes it ſelfe in the 
privation of Achirophels counſel], 
was found in Ab/olons inclination, 
Achitophels projets having long 
ſince paſt the firſt conception , are 
now cone unto the very birth ; but 
Abſolons unexperienced youth as 
an unskilfull midwife,made it abor- 
tive in thedelivery: The ground of 
his errour I can interpret to be no 
other then the uſual] diſeaſe of 
Princes , who had rather be /#0- 
thed then adviſed, and have earcs 
more facile to the tongue of flarte- 
»z,then the heart of /oya/ty, Flatte- 

Tyby Tacitm Was well termed i 
Q 
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old fickneſſe of the -Roman come 
mon-wwealth, as the love of flatrery, 
the ſtainc and tlemiſh of the witclt ' 
Emperors.Thofe whom neither the 
{word could conquer, nor treaſon 
undermine; whom neither pleaſure 
could allure, or riches per{wede, or 
gereatnefſe tempt to tne icaft diſho- 
nour , only flattery could bring into 
ſubjeRtion: For as the object of flat- 
tery, /e/fe-/ove, 19 moſt univerſall, 
and no where excinded humane 
nature;So adulation in it felfe every 
where finds occaton to enter with- 
out re{iſtance or impeachment. And 
whereas all other vices are coun- 
termanded and check: by their con- 
trary vertues , this one ſeemes to: 
challenge a prerogative above ver- 
tae her ſelfe, in that ſhe finds acce. 
ptance among her enem!es-, and 
growes lironger by opyoſition . No 
marvell then if A#/olons yourhfull 
| Weaks 
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weakneſſe, unable to indure the 
ſiege of fo puiſſant a beleaguer , re. 
volted from Achitophels (as I may 
ſay )irreligtors lojaltie, and yeelded 
to Chuſhay's piows flattery Chuſhay's 
adu/atory counſell we may obſerve 
to conſiſt in three efpecial} circum- 
ances. F-f that he pertwaded him 
to enter the fietd in his owne per- 
fon , and make him:ſ{elfe the owner 
alwel} of the victory as the ſove- 
raignty : as thought had ſeemed a 
matter not becomming the great- 


neſſe of a King , toowe the honour 


of his Scepters to the valour of a ſer- 
vant. Secondly in that in his advice 
heſcemed more firmly opinionated 
of the peoples love and Abſolons 
popular c{t1matio. What we deſire, 
that'we eaſily beleeve;neither prize 
we our perfections deerer in theme 
felves then in other mens admirati- 
on. Our vertuesnever pleaſe usbet- 
ter 


(Cc! 
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ter then when by reflexion they 
eeme augmented in the falſeglaſle 
of popular opinion . Neither ſhall 
Sophocles the Trageaian belo well 
accepted in deſcribing mens man 
ners as they were, as Euripides who 
preſented them as they ſhould be: 
More honour found Homer in Cx- 
prefling mens manners to the delt, 
then Heg:mon to the worlt : And 
howſoever the rwo famous Pain- 
ters, Payſonin limming out the molt 
deformed , and { /eophon the moſt: 
ſembiab'e and Hkely Pictures,ex- 
preſſed in their worke as much art 
as induſtry, yet who with Pe/ignot ms 
ſo cunning!y can handle his penſil as 
to paint our mens belt parts beyond 
trath or exiſtence , ſhall eaſily pur» 
chate the reputation of the rarcſt 
workmanſhip. 3'y Chuſhay s coun» 


| {el ſeemed more to aim at Ab/olon's 


honour & magnf cence,in thathe pcr 
{waded 
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dedhim tooppoſe his Father Dayhad 
via rather by open ſtrength thenun 
dermining policy. For Abſolon t 
have intrapped his father David ty 
a ſecretambuſh, had :been:tearme(þ 
rather a treaſon thena victory: and 
by how much the field is more am-fſou 
le then the cloſet, ſeemesa clancuſoc 
ar conſpiracy inferior to an openſhy! 
hoſtile oppoſition . To ſcrue him-Bp, 
ſelfe into his Fathers Kingdome dyſſce 
cunning engins , might derogateÞar 
from his valour, & obſcure the glo-ÞÞzs 
ry of theconqueſt, A pitcncd field, 
would be theirzht the beſt ſcene} 6 
whereon honour ought to diſpiayſy 
her Enfienes, and the ſword theſ a 


4 
| 


moſt gracetall ator, Theſe adula-ſq 
tory ſuggeſtions of Chaſhay, how: 


ſoever prejudicial] ro e46/olons deft 


tage of Achitophels wel weighed po 


licy.For as ſick and queaſi F—_ 
a 


c 
f 
ſigne, had neverthelefſe the advan; 
p 
l 
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' Daſhadrather appetite ſhould umpire 
en unBFheir defires, then judgement; af- 
lon Fe Fing for the time rather to be 
914 ifÞpleaſed then profited: ſo (hnſha#'s 
rnedEdvice tempered and ſeaſoned, (as 
$ and tſeemes) tO eAbſolons vainglori- 
- aM-Fous and ambitious humor,, was as 
ancu-Bſoon ſwallowed as ſuggeſted. From 
opaFwhich example praftiſed by Chu 
him-Bpai,and parallel'd by thelike inſtan- 
IC byfces in all times and hiſtories , will 
gatFariic this obſervation, That flatrery 
plofs the moſt exquiſite and dangerous 
field policy, A propoſition requiring no 
CcltF other confirmation then common 
piay pratticc,wherein we elteeme thoſe 
theſ axioms eſtabliſhed as the moſt un- 
ula-F donbred truth, which by ordinary 
OW*J expericnceare found moſt ſucceſſe- 
def full. A happy ſacceſſe 15 that which 
/an'ſ crownes our ations; neither 1s our 
I po narrrall knowledge more indebted 


{5} toſenſible Experiment then our po- 
had litick, 
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zicke to civill obſervation. Hence 
ordinary path by policy ſeeines t,, 
be troden our to all prefermecnt{l. 
through the back doore of Adv! 
r10n, through whichevery boſe ani. 
undeſerving Paraſite ſhall finda . 
eafic entrance, while deſert wairingf.. 
for aturne at the foregate ſhul. 
freezeere it obtaine admiſſion, and 
pine away in fruitlefſe expectation 
No marvell then if flartery , which 
ſome havetcrmed the eight /iberalf 
Science , have gotten ſtart of thec 

ther Seven, having been tried to be 
the moft compendcious & ready way 
toall advancement ; at leaſt one to 
whom all othcr profeſſions owe 

their grace, and direct their ſervice, { 
The curious workmanſhip of arrif-| 
eers, the ſubtle ners, and pleaſant] 
dreamesof Philoſophers , the hired 
voices of Lawyers , the {ugred pills} 
of Phy/itians , the ſet and formall| 
gravity 


| 
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ravity of Divines, the oyly tongues 
Rt Conrtiers , the ſcraping legsof 
_ W:4/ants,ſeem all corrivals in cour- 
PcnY:ng this proud Miſtrefſe,and proſti- 


-_ ting their ſervice to adulation. 
on Kere(Reverend & Beloved )might 
Air Y in modeſty aske of you , asſome- 


Fa F:me the King of //rae/ of Eli/bathe 
- ropher, Father, ſpall [ ſtrike > Bat 
Fur gravity checks my ſwelling 
"$1{on, and ſeemes to anſwer mee 
Tour ith the ſame Prophet!, Thou ſtale 
heel” ſtrike ; What wouldſft thou [mite 
pars hems whom the Lord hath made al- 
eady captive , Tam no ſhameleſle 
 WilKCham to diſcover a fathers na- 
ne VE -dnefſe, no remoriclefſe Nero to 
= pen and expoſe the entrailes of 
tif. ny Mother . The vayle of Chart- 
aſcneſ'< 15 1n my hand to cover a mul- 
Tn itude of finnes , if I chance to 
ecte them in my paſſage ; yet had 

I rather ever to ſhut mine owne 
Eyes 
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eycs,then behold mineown forrowſ 


and my motbers ſhame. With N 


ah; two modeſt fonnes I purpoſe\ 
look awry and goe backwards, ng 
{o much as to ſee that which I hay: 
no hands to hide,nobrow to jultih, 


; 


Shonld I wander with e420, iff 
ſo wide aforreſt, my unwarie eye 


fietit might unhappily glance « 
Diananaked,and make it (elfe guil 
ty as well ofdanger as obſervation, 
But cafting mine eyes on this lear. 
ned and graveaſſembly, me rhinke 
I could promiſe my ſelfeas muct 
liberty to ſpeak, as'truth prerogs 
tive to warrant. Can any preſcrip- 
tion plead a ſtronger immunity 
from the yoake of flartery, then the 
charter of the 27#/es? or any nation 
under heaven vaunt of a larger free- 
dome then the chi/drex of the Pro- 
pheta?and yet hereI may yell feare 
leſt my obſervation may hetray 


ſlattery 


( 
C 


4 


— 
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muſt now briefly deſcend to the in- 
firument of the diſcovery, whichin 
the next place preſents it {elfe'to 
ex1mination. 5" 4 

8 Almighty Godin bringing to 
paſſe matters of the greateſt momet 
4 rather maks the finds the fhitreſttn- 
ſtraments;as one who would rather 
have the {ubjze&t indebted to his 
choice the his choice to our eſtima. 
tion, He towhomit wasas eaſy to 
create as ſubornea creature,:coutd 
'Þ as well give astake occafion,and for 
his ſacred purpoſe as ſoon fortify 
the weakeſt, as ſingle out the tron. 
geſt. eAchitophels politick advice 
ſuggeſted to Ab/olox, defeated by 
Chuſhas, communicated to Zadork 
and Abiathar the prieſts,isat length 
by Davids (ſervants diſcovered by a 
Woman, 4 ſilly maide, w' fe tines. 
perienced youth, unable ſexe; 'and 
meancr eſtate could exprefſe no o- 


ther 
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ions, He might have: breathed in 
the aire of ſome Prinees-Court a 
King]y education, or committed the 
tuition of his youth tothe inſtituti- 
*I on of the learned Doors : Rome 
was then in . her pride; -and fet the 
| foot of hero magnificence ' on the 
neck of the proudeſt nations: Arhews 
the mother of theGyrecian wildome, 
had long ere this triumphedin her 
fruitful] and glorious of-ſpring;'and 
the Scribesand Doftors at” Feruſa- 
lem ſitting in Moſes chaire could 
have challenged a right beyond the 
Del»hick Oracle: and yet we finde 
neitherhis knowledge farhered by 


ach 'the moſt famons teachers, nor his 


manners indebted to the ſevereſt 
inſtitution. The ſhop of- a Mechas 
»itian ſeemed his firſt e Academic, 
the Prblicans and Sinners his famili- 
ar koſts and friends, and the poore 
fiſhermengreturning from their bro- 


G 2 ken 


— > a eo ee 
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kernetsadmitted into the numbg 
ofhischaice diſciples. Bywhachwe 
-Chriſttans may. be:raught'not 'tore- 
poſe'!{o much : confidence :ini the 
ftrength of ofir mighty -ahd!greac 
canfederates,as to negled the indu, 
-Rryand good willob our: Weakneft 
and \mean' affociates; Yirgi/s'filly 
Gnat+conld awaken the flaggiſh 
fheepheard from his improvident 
flamber,to decline the approaching 
Serpent; and the impotent Piſmire 
hath been taught to rouze up the 
fleeping £i9w to make an eſcape tro 
the hunters ſnares. Thus we finde 
. the chaine of God Almighties pro- 
vidence linkt rogether by ſo many 
dependent caules, began mm Go1s 
connſell;leconded by Davids prayer, 
continued in C-»/24i's loyalty, and 
Abſolons weakneſſe,ſha' up at length 
inthe ation of a ſilly ILaide: which 
- 28'A1 Introduction might lead our 
diſcourſe 


& 
Ve 
" 
he 
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diſconrſe a Scene farther, to the la 
Caraſtrophe,and Achitophels blondy 
Tragedy; to which, having fo txzuch 
at this rime treſpafſed on your 
patience, ſhall (God wil- 
ling) engage ny nex? 
excreiſC. 


To God the Father ,Cod the Soun,and 
Goa the holy Ghoſt be aſtribed all 
glory,power,and praiſe, 20 
and for evermore. 
AM E N. 


SP EDDEIED 


ACHITOPHEL, 


OR 
The wicked Por irician. 


2. SAMVEL.Chap.17.Ver.23. 


end when Achitophel /aw that his 
counſelt was not Flowed, he [adled 
his aſſe , and aroſe , and gate him 
home , and ſet hs houſe in oraer, 
and hanged himſelfe, and was bit» 
ried in the Sepnlcher of his Fae 
thers. 


The third part. 


\ i defperation leads & the 
SZ," 1, Divell drives. That old 
IF Serpent that firſt ſet mil» 
chictea worke, ſcornes as much to 
GA retire 
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retire, as delights to perfeveregand 

neFther ſlacksor ſtops .his pace till 

he finde the place of execution, 

How farre his wicked induſtry hath 

gone hand in hand with Achir ophls 

treacherous deſignes, your preſent 

memory may witnefle in my former 

exerciſe and your attention, The 

defeate of his pernitious counfell, 

with the cauſes preſenting them» 

ſelves to the horrorof a guilty con» 
fkeience, feconded as well with out- 
wardidiſprace as inward diſcontent, 
turneshisown weapon againſt him- 
felfe;and makes his policy the moit 
exquiſite in{trument of his own de- 
ſtrution, This great politicim 
whom as the oracle of God the 
peapleof {/7aethad never fulpeted 
of inconſtancy or accuſed of -indif- 
cretion, whole wife ſervice had in- 
ſtrukted 46/o/0» in all his parts, and 
to judicionſly (as it were) chalke 
Out 
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op-untohim the way to {averaigns, 
ty, might ſceme-to deſexve more in 
the eyes of Ab/olox then mſpritiens, 
What lefle. reward ean our .belt in- 
dultry expert,or gratitude expreſſe, 
thenacknowledgement or appro- 
bation? - 'V hat greater evidence of 
preſent ability can our underſtand= 
ings miniſter, or our hopes promiſe 
then theſtampe and ſeale of our for- 
mex.aRions.?. Had Chu/bay cver 
hewed himfelfe fo wile, or ” Achi.. 
rophelſo weake, that Chuſay in; the, 
{cale ſhopld oyerpoize Ew 
ſhall the fancy.of a ſhallow Courti- 
er conquer the-wit and ey Priience 
of ſo great a States-tan? v nd.the 
ſmooth tongue- af. Aartcry &t: 
reachthe deep grounds of a Os 


Judgement ? What then. ME 


for Achizophel, then, by his ſnddes 
fight tg cxpreNe his we indjgna- 
Lion, and nay Able dons fuipg 

"= 
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in'his owne. He will hang him- 
ſ{elfe firſt toteach eAbſolon the way 
tothe ſame end, and to ontſtrip him 
in the laſt a&, rather polirickly pre. 
ventthen bafely feare the ſhame- 
fall ſtroke of execution. And Achi. 
#ophel ſaw that hs connſell was not 
followed, ehc, 

2 TheScene whercon we now 
enter, containes the laſt ations of 
Arhitophel, whoſe Cataftrophe(hurs 
upall in his Samefullendand honon- 
rable buriall, Theattions preceding 
his death are expreſfed 'in theſe 
foure circumſtances, 1 That he ſad- 
ted hg aſe, 2. That he went home, | 
= That he put hi houſe order, 

. Thathe hanged himſelfe.' In the 
Zn, we may'obſerve his Tyranny, 
in impoſing oa bis filly Af the bur= 
then of his-tranſgrefſion.. In the ſo- 
cond his. Treachery, in [eaving his 
Maſter in his greatelt — 


© ou 
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the third his worldly provsdence in 
preferring the preſervation of his 
temporall cltate, before the preſer« 
vation of his own ſoule, In the 
fourth his deſperate execution of 
himſelfe in diſtruſt of Gods mercy, 
and daring his julticeto the laſtrexs 
treamity. The latter clauſe con» 
cernes his ceremonious funerall; 
which howſoever in it felfe a paſt» 
on,as we reſpet Achitophlas the 
ſubjeR, yet fo farre as it may have 
reference to his former teſtament 
and ordination, wherein this may 
ſeem included, it' may be tearmed 


| anaction, wherein he ſhewed hime 


ſelfe ambitious to file and furbiſh 04 
ver the ſtaineof his ſhamefull hfe 
and end with an honourable burtall. 
Theſe are the lilts of my preſent 
meditarions, whercin as God. ſhall 
enable my diſcourſe, and:your Chri- 
{tian patience ſecond, I ſhall ws 
O05 
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ccedin order, and firitof the firl 
[He failed bs: Ae) 

'' 3 © Socontagious hath been the 
finne of ourfirſt Parents, thar it nct 
only uſurped jurifti&tion on man- 

inde, theſpawne of our Pather A4- 

Aut tnvaded withour refiftance 
natures univerſal] Monarchy : in fo- 
much as the Heavens, Elements, 
Blants, and beafts themſelves by the 
eirigc inſtitution ot their creation, 
as di{daining to: ferve. ingratirude, 
are by che Apoſtle ſid to groan un+ 
dertheir tedious burthen;and deſire 
tobeat liberry. Why the creature 
ſhould defire this freedome, fonre 
rcaſonsarcalleaged by Peter: /ar- 
2zr onthe Rowanes. Firſt, becauſe 
at his-perpetuall turmoi!es:and la- 
bours: ſcrving only for the uſe of 
matt. Secondly becauſe they roge+ 
ther ſuffer the fame affiition; 
Lhia)y-out of the ſympathy and 
| tclows 
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fellow-feeling of one 'anothers ad > 
verſity. Fourthly and laftly, which 
is the greatelt of all, becaufe they 
are conſtrained to become the ſer- 
vileinftrnments of ſry, and by conſe. 
quence, the ſabje& of Gods fury, 
This wrath of God though generall 
{as we have {aid) to al] the crea» 
tures, vie finde no where more le- 
gible then the flly 4ſſezabeaſt cre- 
ated as it mighrſceme, to torture jt 
ſelfe ro ſupply the deke& of mans 
indu{try: wheremn according to the 
Egyptian | Hieroglyphicks , ,nature 
{cems to havepatrern'd forth unto 
13 the exattimage of Patience, Fore 
titude, and Frugality, gifts notwun= 
worthy the choice of the moſt gene- 
rous. temper,. had not the ſinne of 
man expoſed them rather to: ſcorne 
then imitatian. Such isthe unchri- 
ſtian cenſire of our ſapercilious 
tines, Who diſcaine to falute. vers 
_ 
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rue, except ſhe come accoutred in 
golden garments, Of this poore 
creature notwithſtanding, whereof 
they ſcorne the 'name, they cannot 
want theuſe,the ignominy ofa ler- 
vile diſpoſition ts the reward of his 
belt ſervice; the profitable fraits of 
his painfull induſtry, the glory and 
improvement of hts Maſters ambi- 
tious husbandry, If ſuch injuſtice 
oftered bya man toa {ervile beaſt 
* ſecm oppoſite to the Jawes com- 
mon equitie, which commands eve- 
ry thing hizown, ,how- huge inthe 
eyes of every Chriſtian Iudge ſwels 
their tyranny, who command their 
ſervants and inferiors to carry the 
burtchen of their transgreſſions ; as 
though they meant toride themon 
the ſpurre with themſelves to hell, 
The obedience of Achitophels Aﬀe 
toſerve him in this wecked action 
"was only paſſive, as of one to y_ 
tne 
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the law of nature had prefcribed no 
other rule then his matters reignes: 
but the ſacred image of Gad ſtampe 
in the reaſonable ſoule of manisto 
us both law and liberty as well to 
preſerve the rights of Magiſtrates as 
our own priviledge. An obedience 
we jultly owe toour ſuperiors both 
Aﬀtive and Paſſive, {o tarre forth as 
je mayſtand with theright of nature, 
and Gods honour, as that which 
God cxpreſly commands, and ng 
community can'want: But when 
the ſword of the Magiſtrate pre. 
tends 2- title to any part of divine 
prerogative, it findes alwaies mthe 
way of reſiſtance the right of the 
cauſe or ſincerity of a good conſcje 
ence, whereon.as on a rock of Ada. 
mant, 1t may fooner hack it ſelfe to 
picces, then make abreach: for en- 
trie. - Hence wiſe Magiſtrates may 
be taught, to exat no more of their 
unfe- 
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inferiors. then their commiſſion 
from God dares: to countenance or 
their duty to himcommands; much 
lefle in regard of their own worth, 
toſlight the good offices of the mea- 
neſt ſervant. Our conſciences and 
opinionsare feldome ſo flexible as 
our joynts to fawne un greancfic; 
neither is the judgement of the 
wiſeſt governor able ſo much ts 
challengea Monarchy m the 1weas. 
keſt underſtanding, as to command 
opinion. Ba/aams Aflecouid teethe 
Angelotthe. Lord with his ſword 
drawn againſt him; whe tits maſters 
eyes were {huit,. and therefore-had 
good reaſon to leave beating -his 
poore beaſt, when he opened his 
mouth to prevent his. danger. But 
if any wiſe Chriftian deſire the mi- 
mitesiall'-offices of ; theſe fervile 
creatures, let them: amitate the ex- 
anipleof our Saviour Chriſt , who 
- came 
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eame meckely on an Aſſe riding in- 
to Jeruſalem, where the Enſignes 
of gracious acceptance, and the 
ſhoats of Ho/ania's 'appiauded 'his 
arrivall: Nortas Achitophel who a- 
roſe tn haſt; and went home to his 
houſe; nor };ke-our 'Saviour tolave, 
but like himſelf to betray his friend: 
which is the nexr circumſtance 
which awaits our obſervation, 
[ And be aroſe, and went home to ht 
henſe, 

. 4 The trusſ touchſtone of 
friendſhip is adverſity, which com- 
monly unmaskethour enemy to dif< 
covery; and fingles out our- beſt 
friends for trial]. Here Achitophel 
as an ill ator fainted m the laſt 
Scene, and choſe rather to ſhew 
himſee whathe was then what he 
ought to be. His maſter 46/3/09» who 
he had engaged to fo great a danger, 
he left to greater: Sink he might or 
1wun 
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{wim for him, as the windy guſtoffend : 


hisnew counſcll, or the inconltant 


ſhew | 


tyde of occaiion pleaſed to befriendÞ},yſerv: 


him. His great hopes grounded an 
the riſe of e44/o/0n having promi- 
ſed ſo much in the bud, began to wi. 
ther ere they ſaw the bloſſome: and 
a vaine projcd& it ſeem'd unto hun 
to venture with a banckrupt , and 
out of his maſtes blaſted field to cx- 
peR a harveſt. If 4b/o/on will needs 
wed himſelfe to his own will, and 
his ſeducer's coun{ell, let him runne 
his own hazard; Achitophel (tands 
engaged no farther then his owne 
diredion, If Ab/olon fall ſo ſhort of 
his ambitious wiſhes, as eAchite- 
phels wile angury, let him ſuffer a- 
lone himſelfe as not deſerving eA- 
chitophels pitty or ſociety. He was 
once warned, and therefore twice 
armed, to wirh[tand ſo weak an aſ- 
ſaylant as Chuſhas his feigned 
| fr tend. 
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friends And why ſhall Achreophal 
Ihew himſelfe fo ſuperſtitieus to 
obſerve him who negleas himſelf, 
and flights his friends? Two dangers 
here offered themſelves at once; 
the one the deſertion of his young 
maſter, the other the negletof 
his owne eſtate . But with a po» 
litician the choice is cafie ; and 
therefore it is time to hye him 
home toorder his own houſe, which 
had lefe the Common-wealth in 
a combuſtion , His maſter mighe 
aſwell find him abſent, as negle&t 
him preſent, and ſooner meethim 
in his death then counſel] . From 
whoſe example a good Chriſtian 
may be taught ſo much policy , to 
try his friends in adverſity ere he 
erult them in proſperity. Thoſe ver- 
mines which undermine the houſe 
arc tanght to ranne from the ruine, 
and quitchat manſion which po 
Vc 
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vedthem,becaute they never loved 
at furthet then itferved. theif owne 
purpoſe; But a true friendhides him- 
{elfe as a glow-worme obſcured in 
the day of proſperity to reſerve his 
light for the obſcure night of;advers 
ſity. Chxſhay , as we have former]y 
ſhewed had leffe reaſon toſuſpet 
Achitophels head, to want Ab/olons 
arme, then D av+as arme to want 4i; 
yFection ; yet topreferre' the,loyalty 
ofatriend, he choſe rather to caſt 
himſelfe on raſh adventure. then 
knowne experience; and hazard rhe 
ſhipwrack of himlſelte tofave a 
friend . Ifany man ſhould demand 
how farre friendſhip may challenge 
a juriſdition in our - converſation? 
God will anfwer, That Hee muſt 
firit ioyne ere we ſhake hands. A 
traeand iuft  amitie ſhines not {0 
much in the ſabie& wherein it 
growes, as.0n the obiet whereon i! 

works; 
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workes; as thar-whichdefiresnort ſo 
emuch to purchale as to:deſerve ap- 
- [plaufe; Travagapoore (hift of Naas 
»4 out of the fmcerity of his unfei- 
$Incd love to excuſe his feined idolas 
try in this fort: wher —_— into yr 
Temple of Rinmon , ma for 
19.06 ro nnd rar. Yea 
nerh on my ſhoulder , and he leaneth 
i downe with me, the Lord be merciful 

tore in this thing , Had his eye of< 
fended him,or his hand mis his 
meſſage, he had not only ſufficient 
warrant, but command to pluck oat 
the one,and cut off the other: much 
more are we warranted to diflolve 
the ſtrongeſt contrat betwxt out- 
*L ward friends, where God ſhakes his 
rod betweene a friends impietyand 
our affection. But neither of theſe 
motives found footing in Achito. 
phels deſigne. Had the diſtruſt or di- 
i: Iſlike of his maſters cauſe difſwaded 
+ Wh fare 
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furtherance, he had not ſaffered himſhouſ 
ſo farre torunne beyond preventiexpl 
on. Had his motive afterward] Wn: 
rounded it ſe]fon juſtice, he mightÞÞis 
ave turned his counſell anothe 
way,rather tohis maſters good ther 
his awnraine, ar leaſt by his ſabmi 
ſfionhe mighthave peeced up thi 
breach of treaſon, and have caſt his 
fortunes on ſo faveurable acalme; 
Davids attonement, with his deerg] pret 
though rebellious 46/o/0x, But AJ the | 
ſolonscaſe was deſperate, his owt for: 
treaſon evident, Davidsremiſſivg mer 
pardon unlike!y,his 07nehouſe ung and 
ſetled ; and therefore out of thy ſen! 
groundsof his owne worldly poliy nth 
cy,he thought it more expedient :o 244 
| ariſe and goc home to his houſe, and] get} 
fet his h:uſe in order : which is the 
i" third and comes next in order to be 
| | handled. 
5 In ſetting of Achitophel 
hou 
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mibouſe in order , we may by way of 
tidexplication obſerve two points, firſt, 
&IWhat we ought to underſtand by 
his hoſe, ſecondly , wherein this 
rf ordering of his houſe confilted , A 
| houſe ſo farre as the word Ny in the 
originall language renders it, ſigni- 
ad fies aſmuch as an Artificial recepra- 
of cle fitted for habitation: whence af- 
a terward by an apt Afetonimy , Cx- 
4 preſſing the place containing for 
the perſons contained, it was taken 
4 for a Family, as we find in Scripture 
4 mention made of the hoxſe of Saxl, 
and the houſe of David ; in which 
4 ſenſe oxi or a houſe is by Ariſtotle 
inthe 1. of his Polsrickes defined to 
adaily focietie of people dwelling t1- 
| gether. And howſoeverthenameof 
4 family among the ancients ſeeme 
4 to derive his originall from the ſo- 
ciety of diverſe /ervants living une 
der oneroofe and regiment; = uſe 
a 
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hath taught it fo farre to inlargeir 
ſeIfe as.toſigmfie a cotnpany. confi- 
ſting of three <flen:1a! purts:co wit, 
of the Hesband and tiie Wife, of the 
Father and the Sonne,of the Maſter after 
and the Serwant;thedueadminiſtra-ſy di 
tion.of which, wherein every mem- of th 
ber anſwers in harmony to preſerve defac 
the whole, wee call Oeconomy or obſc 
good kasbendry: an inſtitution founsP&ck: 
dedon the Law of nature, as the firt|Þag2 
and ſtrongeſt band of humane ſocie-PWere 
ty, and the firſt ground-worke ofa ſerve 
Common-wealth , The ſetting of 6x4 
 ſuchahcuſemnorder, which is theJ*Mc 
| next point to be ſcanned, is either, tobe 
the general adminiſtration of a fa- then 
maily,which we may call hasbanary, dent 
or el{c a final determination of mat- = 
tersas we would they ſhould ſtand? 
at the time of our death , exprefled Ada 
in our laſt will teſtament. Herein 4- {ele 
chitophel, although a wicked cay.®.5 
tifle, 


tiffe 
thet' 
ty as 


prov 
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tife , ſearce deſerving a good Epi. 
thete, ſeemed to ſhew almuch pie. 
it, ty as policy, in ſetling his eſtate b 

hefſprovidence while he lived, which 
after his death mightbe ſhipwracke 
(by difſention or confuſion. So much 
n.fſof the Image of God he had left un. 
velldefaced in him,as to ſhew him ſome 
orflobſcure glimpſe of eternitie, to 
ne({ceke that 5eing 1n poſterity by pro= 
r({pagation , which the times difahers | 
e. were readier to cancell then pre. 
faffſcrve. A preſident furmounting the 
officxample of many Chriſtians of our 
times, who imagining all the world 
-r.ftobe borne for them , & them for 
themſelves , neglet former preſi- 
y denrs , an4ſtoppe the paſſage toall 
+. {poſteritie,as if the line drawne one 
1{0!0 many ages from their firſt fathey 
«4 444», ſhould break off with them- 
4.I{clves, and attaine its higheſt pitch 
y.ſathcir perfeRions, It was a noble 
, = _ == 
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though arrogant reply of [phicrate: 
to Hermodins in Plntarch, boaſting 
too much of his continued line and J; 
ancient nobility; Nobilitas mea in fpr 
$1e 1ncipit, twain te defiit ; whercin 
he vaunted himſelfe by. providence 
and vertue to have ſo much impro«ſ 
vad,asthe other to have decoded 
his fortunes and ancient family. To 
Jend poſterity a head may to awiſe 
man ſccimm a greater glory then to 
dorrow from anceſtry a tayle, and 
on the other (ide, to p'ay away in 
{port our predeceflors Jabors,a grea- 
ter diſhonour then to piſſe on our 
Parents aſhes, or raze their monu- 
ments, Amoneſt all the temporal! 
bleſſings of Almighty God, promi- 
ſed or derived as rewards to his ; 
faithfull ſervants,I indenone grea- 
ter in holy writ, thenthe multiply- 
Ing of thcir {ced and ſpreading of 
their family, Behold (faith P_ to 
os ACTA» 
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Abraham ) T1 will make of ther & 
mighty peoples and that which God 
nv efpeciall favour prizes as {6 
ereata gnerdon to hisbelt favorites, 
ſhall unworthy man eſteem arrifle, 
and value ſo farrebelow the rate? 
He that provides not for hu family # 
CN worſe then an infidel, faith the Apo« 
0] fe; Not (I ſuppoſe) that a provi 
dent Heathen was abſolutely to be 
preferred before a negligent profefe 
for, but that in this comparrſon of 
ſetling a mans eſtate after him, in 
I regard of poſterity, awiſe infidel} 
might challenge a precedency, be=- 
fore a careleſſe Chriſtian; accord 
11] tothat of our Saviour in the Goſpel, 
- | The children of this world are wiſer 
in their generation then the children 
a«Y of /ighe, Herein Achitophels poli 
ſh ooke hands with honeſty, whic 
ſel dome met before in conſort; but 
no ſooner could they meet, but part, 
N H 3 4g 
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as if they meant to meet no more, 
He ſetled his worldly eſtate on 
earth, but forget his eternall hope 
in heaven: He reſerved to himſc]fe 
out ofyall his legacies, the worme 
of a guilty conſcience, which hee 
could as well ſhake off as himſelte, 
which leads our diſcourſe to aſc- 
cond obſervation ariſing from this 
point, That worldly wiſe polititians 
prove moſt mnprovident for future 
life, and preferre temporall bleſſings 
before eternall happineſſe. 

6 Where a mans treaſure #,there 
will his heart be al/o, faith our Savi- 
our: Whencea reaſon may be ren- 
 dred why Achitophel deſpayring of 
any portionamong the Saints in hes- 
. ven, {ct his mind to diſpoſe of his 
. poſſeſſions here on carth. Riche: 
which the wiſclt fort of Philo/e- 
phers have cſtemed no other then 
' thecomplement of zemporall felici- 
ft, 
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ty, are the maine of their ambition, 
while the fruition of the eternall 
joyes in heaven, ſtands as doubtfull 
in their hopes, as unſctled im their 
opinion. But this providence in diſ- 
poling worldly affaires, at the beſt 
"© can be reputed no other, then the 
child of #atzre, whoſe mole eyes 
through the glimmering light of hu= 
man reaſon, can hardly pierce fo 
farre as its own _ muchleſſe 
through the clouds of humane igno- 
rance, and the worlds contagious 
fogs,open to it {clfe a paſſage to that 
eternallglory, to which none but 
thelight of gracecandire& or com- 
mand an entrance. No marvaile 
then, if worldly men having all 
their cares bounded in this world, 
runne alwaies tn the ſame circle, & 
reſpet only their own center, dif- 
daining (as 1t were) any intereſt mn 
any ſuperior Orbe. This they eſteem 
H 3 their 
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their higheſt heaven , without the ” 
which, with Ariſtotle, they 'can i- 
magineneither Loew nor Tempus, 
neyther place to contain their trea- 
ſure, nortimetoadde ro their mor- 
eality: ifatany time by the permiſ- 
five indulgence of Almighty Gad, 
fome ſparkle of prace preſents it 
ſeife, itis butas theelightning, no 
ſooncr feenbutloſt: enough to ſhew 
it ſelfe, but too litle to give direQi- 
on: enough for their curioſity to dil- 
pute, but too much for their faith to 
apprehend : And therefore rather 
refolve theyito ſet up thir reſt in 
this world, which they know; then 
to hazard themſelves on fo dange- 
rous a diſcovery, wherein they 
ſhould ſhew themſelves at leaſt dit- 
fident, ifnot deſperate. This ſeems 
to have been the reſoJution of wic- 
ked Cain, whoalthough ſhut out 
from Gods preſence, ſought outa 

| place 
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place inthe land of Noa, to build a 
City which might beare, his name, 
and preſerve his family, Himſelfe, 
as it were, branded with the black 
coale ofreprobation,he quickly ſub- 
mitted to perdition, 1n this deſpe- 
rate reſolution, ſy ſirne ts greater 
then can be forgiven me. His poſteri- 
tyhe committed rather to chance 
and policy then to.Gods protection; 
as though his own carc had been ſuf- 
ficient ro undermine the Divine 
providence: or at leaſt he had pro- 
ved fo good a proficient in the 
{choole of policy, as to worke his 
own deſperate fortunes, to his ſons 
advantaze. Amoneſt many ſuch ex-, 
amples of this kind , which in this 
age of ours are too too frequent, I 
hdenone more remarkable,then of 
a certain Zawyer, whom Bellarmine 
(as himſeIfe reports)in the time of 
his ſicknefſe comming to viſit, and 
MH 4, urging 
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urging unto prayer and confeſſion, 
replyed, Thathe could wiſh that 
prayer were made for his wifeand 
children, whoſe welfare in this 
world he greatly tendred, for him- 
felfc as Tolt and deſperate he [gave 
over to-perdition: BeKarmmes ob- 
fervation of this deſperate man, 
mizhtmethinkes have opened his 
Eyes to hiye ſcen that my of 
iniquity cloſed up m their Babylo 
nh Hierarchy, How many thou- 
tand ſonles whom they ought to 
purchaſeunto Chriſt, ſell they daily 
unto Sathan, to buy their own gain 
or greatneſſe;as if they conſpired all 
m one, to ſhipwrack their hopes of 
another life in heaven, to bolſter up 
a Papall Monarchy here on earth! 
Their fire of Pargatory had Jong 
fince beenextint, had it not main- 
tained the Popes kirchin: Their [n- 
arlgencerbad long fince waxed _ 
An 
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and laine upon their hands, had not 
the coſtly marriages of the Popes 
Neeces , or rather Dawghters {et 
them out in anew Edition to make 
them vendible. The Idoll of their 
pretended Swpremacy had wanted 
adoration , and Peters imaginary 
{haire been broken and hurled to 
the ground, had not covetouineſſe 
on the one ſide, pompe and ambiti- 
on on theother as two ſupporters 
laboured to keep it upright:and htle 
could S.. Pau/himſclfte cffe& by his 
powerfull preaching among ſach - 
Athenians, with whom there is ne- 
yer wanting a Demetrius, a ſilver 
Smith, who leſt his ſhrines ſhould 
want ſale, will itoutly ſtand up for 
the honour of Diana's Temples 
well may wecall that a mecre po» 
litickreligion,or rather a maiked 4- 
theiſme, wherein Gods pretended 
ſervice is ſet up asa pillar tounder- 
H 5 prop 
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propan eLntichriftian Hierarchy, 
and Religion,. which ſhould com- 
mandour beſt obſervance, becomes 
the ſlave and ſervant to ambition. 
Herein efch;tophels. deſigne ſecms 
tofall ſhort of their indultry: He 
fets his houſe in order, ( for ought 
wefinde) without any ſenſe of Re- 
ligion er prejudice to Gods Church: 
Theſe men uſe- the 1tword of the 
Church againſt Religion, con(train- 
ing her at once both ro infli& and 
fmartather own. wounds. efchito- 
phed left the. Commonwealth ina 
combuſtion to ſet his own houſe in 
order: but theſe firebrands of Stare, 
ſet rheir own. houſes in order firſt 
that they. may the more eaſily di- 
turbe the good temper of a-ſetled 
Common- wealth. A4chitophet for 
ought we know ſhut up all his trea+ 
cherous deſignes in his own execu« 
tion]; leaving as [hereditary rather 


the 
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the ſtain then the guilt of his odious 
reaſon to poiterity : But theſe /&> 
ſuiticke faftorrs unwilling tocut off 
the entatle of their trayterous incli- 
nations,cither by deſpaire or repen=- 
tance, like a brood of vipers be- 
queath a Icgacy of their venemous 
quality- unto their off-ſpring : im: 
which as out off a ("ockatrices e gge 
is hatched, preſerved, and multipli». 
ed the accurſed ſpawne of treache- 
ry and ſedition, W hich laſt clauſe 
leads our diſcourſe to a ſecond 
point; to wit, the confideration of 
Achitophels death in that he hanged 
himſelfe, whieh comes next in or- 
der to be handled. 

7 In Azhitephels death you may: 
with mee obſerve two efpeciall 
points, 1. The cauſe, 2. The manner. 
The cauſe grounded: on. the motive: 
fore-mentioned in'my ferner exer- 
cile was DeÞapre: The — — 

- 18; 
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his death as ſhamefull and 1gnomi- 
nionsas his life and action. To begin 
with D-ſpaire, we ſhall inde iran 
Infirmity of mans nature; rather de- 
{rving mens pitty then indignati- 
on. Achild it 1s whom:the gui t of 
ſinne begets on anevill conſcience; 
which no-ſooner behalds the light 
but covets darkneſle,. as if it made 
No moreule of life then to. inſtru& 
him the-next way to death. In this 
bottomleſſe pit of de aire, where: 
In no paſſenger could calt Anchor, 
Achitophel now findes. himſcltz 
rs thcrefore as. arrclted 
y deaths1mmediate ſergeant , pre- 
pares for his next appearance. Bets 
-ter Qte once then feare alwaics, and 
ſhut up all miſchiefes in one-death, 
ten ſpinne ont life in_ many mil- 
chicfes. Thoſe lofty Scenes of State 
wherein Achirophel hath either hi- 
Wcertoated himſclte:or prompted 
ma 
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others, muſt not ſhut up: 1n an il 
Cataſtrophe, and who fitter to end 
then he who began this Stately Tra 
gedy? To live at another mans be- 
nevolence ſeemes the {malleſt pri- 
viledge of a fubje&: to die at his 
own cominand, the greatelt preroe 
gative of a King, Abaſe heads.inan 
mult not ſhare to great aglory as the 
chopping offa head enriched with 
ſo much policy, nur Tuſtice ſeeme to 
entreat any other hands then his 
own in his ſtately execation. Be- 
hold here the laſt re{olution of this 
matchleſle politician, propoſed af- 
terward (as it ſe-mes )asa patrerne 
to many ugh ſpirits 'amoneſt the 
Heathen, whoſe judgements mfatu» 
ared with falfc principles, miſcon» 
ftrue the badge of cowardiſe,for the 
moſt honourable ſeale of courage: as 
ifit were a point of yalour to ſhake 
hands with death, and faintly grve 
: them» 
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themſelves over tohis mercy, with 


whom as an enemy they ought to 
combate, True honour never feares 
toſtare death in the face, but fel- 


dome courts it as a friend; often as a 
corrivall, it ſtruggles with it for vi- 


fory, butnever gives up the hilts 
or Cries-quarter till overmaſtred by 
a greater and diſproportioned 
ſtrength, he findes them wreſted 
from his hands. So great an-impret- 
ſton notwithſtanding got this wic- 
ked opinion of ſelfe-kifting amonelt 
the ancient: Romanes, that a ſpeedy 
diſpatch ofour ſelves in caſe of ex- 
tremity ſeemed to challenge as 
much honour, as with a Chriſtian it 


deſerveth ſhame.,as we finde it not 


recorded only,. but in a manner re» 
commended by that turne-coat Lip- 
f#5-0utof the principles of his S:07= 
cell Philoſophy; whoſe broken rudi- 
ments he had (as it ſeemes) better 
RR  . nn 
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conned then Chriſtianity. But how 
farre out of our voluntary difpoſiti= 
on we ought to entertaine the [troke 
of death, is not caſy to determine 
without diſtin&tion. A concurrence 
of our wills we may interpret two 
waies: either for a Pafſive obedi- 
ence, indebted rather to conſtraint 
the choicezwherein nature ſubmits 
her ſelfe to juſtice or neceſſity: Or- 
an Afttve violence derived for the 
moſt part from. feare or raſhneſle, 
wherein reaſon ſuffers her ſelfe to 
be led captive by boyſterous Phren- 
fe,.arming the ſtrength of unwil- 
ling nature again(t her own boſome. 
and life her ſweet companion. The 
former concurrence of our aflent,or 
at leaſt ſubmiſſion. to ſuch extremis+ 
ties, wefind warranted not only by. 
permiſſion but command, ſo farre 
forth, as the Iuſtice of the cauſe cons- 
ſpiring witha regulated conſcience 
1Ne 
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zmmports neceflity, Thoſe bleſſed 
Martyrs of the Church, whoſe glo. 
rious wounds and ſcarre*, ſhine as 
fo many orient pearles in their 
white robes of ſanctity, have mark: 
and ſeald them out to poſterity as ex- 
amples of the higheſt imitation, 
Thoſe valiant Champions indefence 
of their Country and Religion, ex- 
poſed to the mercilefle jawes of 
death, or the bloudy phangs of un- 
certain hazards ina Chriſtian warre- 
fare, what age ſo envious which 
will not crown with preſent ho- 
nour, andregiſter to future admira- 
tion ! Yea wicked malefactors the 
felves, in whom Tuſticeoften pre. 
vents natnre inan untimely execus 
tion, may ſeem to cancel! ſome part 
of their former guilt, in giving by 
their ſubmiſſtve patience, the ſtrit- 
neſſe of the Law a juſt fatisfaRion, 
And therefore without queſtion the 
| E \iwect- 
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ſweetnefſe of life ought not to 
ſhare ſo greata moity in our af. 
fetions, as to ſhut oar our obedi- 
ence, when either Retigwn (tands 
at ſtake, or our Connry craves 
our a{ſiftance,or I=ſtice challengeth 
her prerogative. The other expo- 
fire of mens lives to certain death, 
where neceſfity on either hand 
threatens apparent ruine without 
reprival,I could charitably interpet 
as of Sampſons deſigne in razing the 
houſe to his own and the Phrliſtins 
deſtruftion, or of Lucans and Sexe- 
ca'sadvice in making choice of their 
own death, by cutting their own 
veines, butthat Gods almighty pro- 
vidence in our greateſt delignes 
ſhewesit felfe molt pregnant be- 
yond mans expectation, and come 
mands rather our patience then pre- 
vention. Bur for fuch untimely and 

unna- 
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unnaturall deſignes, wherein the 
hands are made inſtrumental] execu- 
tioners to the heart, as prickton 
with the horror of a guilty conſci- 
ence and diſtruſt of ds favours, 
neither Chriftsanity gave ever pre- 
fident, nor Stoicall Philoſophy a: 
mong all her ſtri& axjoms a war- 
ranted precept; as an ation odiouy 
both to God and man, which begin; 
with ſinne and ends with ſhame. 
Which leads our diſcourfe from the 
1mmediat cauſe of his death, to wit 
his Defpaire, tothe manner and qua 
lity of it, his hamefull end. 

1 Shamets the {worne ſeryant 
unto finne, an odious but officious 
hagge; whom life could never en- 
rertaine without forrow, or deat 
eaſily ſhake off, till memory forfeit 
her records to time, and time to ob 
Iivion. Tis the miſery of guilt with 
conſtraint to. cheriſh in her be 

the 
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the child ſhe hates, and bequeath 
ſuch a farall ifſue to poſterity, whole 
browes ſhall carry the true ſtamp 
and character of her own deformt- 
ty. And how great aſoveraignty ſo- 
ever {inne mightſeem to challenge 
inthe ſpheare of humane nature, 
which our firſt Parents by their dit- 
obedience forfeited to her juriſdiay 
on, yet ſhall in the end finde him» 
ſelke conquered;in that ſinne, living 
for the moſt pave in darkneſſe, ſhuts 
up all her malice withdeath, while 
her untoward babe ſhall ſurvive to 
opbraid her a&ions in the light, and 
arraigne her after death at the barre 
of Iuſtice. Had Achirophel been as 
| provident topreventan il! report 
th] after death, as ambitious to preſerve 
i reputation during life, he had mea- 
lured his ations by a better end, or 
th at leaſt in the event dire&ted his 
& worſt ends to a better purpoſe, then 
looſe. 
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looſe at the laſt caſt which he was 
ſolong a winning , of haveſtained 
the fame of his former ations with 
ſobaſean execution , His eminent 
gifts of iſaome, howoever ſordid 
and wicked in themſelves, agdire- 
Red rather to his own privare ends 
then Gods glor y or the honour of 
the Common wealth , might not- 
withſtanding outofa foreconceived 
opinion of his worth have found in 
the common voice, a favourable 
conſtruction . 014 vices commonly 
find welcome under new names, 
and nothing ſo witty as Simneto in- 
vent new Epithetes to ſhut out 
ſhame and entertaine plauſibility. 
Lnuxnry and lechery the bane of na- 
ture may paſte currant under theti- 
tleof Good-felto whhip:7 gnorant priat 
and /#percilioms contempt may call 
themſelves retyred gravity, or ftoxt 
wagnanimity: Griping covetonſneſſe 
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and baſe V/#ry, may find entertain- 
ment under the ſhew of thrifty 
bucbandry * Tyranny and Oppreſſion 
ſhall be {tiled ſevere Faſtice & ftrifÞ 


government . At leaſt from each of 


theſe ,common connivence would 
make a ſhift to extra ſomewhat 
which might favour of ingenuity, 
to cover guilt from the (tri inqui- 
ſition oftruth , and ſtop the harſh 
mouth of cenſure: wherein at leſt it 
ſhould ſhew itſelfe no lefle ingeni- 
ous then A4riftotle in his Erhrekes, 
who in painting out to the life his 
Idol] Mg3aAcaluxia 18 obſerved to 
have ſtolne the chieteft markesof 
many notorious vices to character 
one 1maginary vertue. No worſe 
butrather better favour might eL- 
chitophels life (ceme tohave defer. 
ved eſpecially amongſt the common 
rout of his inferiours, who valuing 
the worth of their ſuperiours , ima- 
gine 
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gine them as eminent in wiſdome 
as they tranſc<nd in greatnefle, ag if 
they conceived them faſhioned in a- 
nother mould and wrought toano- 
ther nature; that the leaſt ſlips or 
ſcapes which in ordinary men we 
can interpret noother then the cf. 
fets of infirmity , ſhould in them 
be theught to proceed from preme- 
ditated counſell and mature delibes 
ration,as critically dire&ed to ſome [fon h 
eſpeciall end or other in the State, Jneith 
But admit his ſinful! projets had ſthata 
layne open to diſcovery, yet ſavou ſor fol 
ring ofa reaching wit or ſeaſoned [#! 
with diſcretion, they might ſecme 
rather among[t yulgar judgments, | 

the fruits of politicke prevention Þ4vi 
then humane weakneſle, Our intel: 
{eftuall gifts we commonly value þ 
boveour Moral vertues,and there- 
fore hold ita ſmallerdiſparagement Fil 
to be taxcd of di/2onefty then indi/-! 
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tretson ; asit we rather coveted an 
inheritauce here amongſt the chil- 
dren of this world, then to have our 
. [names enroled with the children of 
light. Thus farre Achirophel had 
carried his matters in ſuch faſhion 
asmight ſpeake his wifdome though 
not his honeſty. Had A4/o/ox through 
his advice advanced himſclfe to the 
throne of 1/-ae!, his notorious trea- 
fon had paſſed for profound policy; 
neither could the world ever terme 
thata& treaſon which is of a King 
or for a Kings promotion, Had e-1- 
chitophels projet falne below ex- 
peRation, (as he didafterward ie 
was eAbſolons weakneſle torejet 
advice, not eAchitophels to ſaggelt 
he beſt counſell. Burt ſhift the ſcene 
and let the ſelfe fame Theater 
hich even now found him plot=- 
ting A&/vlons advancement,contri- 
ing the meancs and manner of his 
Own 
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own death, and you would imagine 
him all this while but to have per- 
ſonated a wile man, and now 1n the 
end to reſume his proper habite;like 
a certaine beaſt of Scyrhia recorded 
by Pixie in his naturall hiſtory, ch 
whom hee reports to be able to 
change himſelfe into all variety of 
ſhapes and colours, yer returning to 
his owne forme expreflcs the re- 
ſemblance of an eſſe: A good Em- 
bleme of a wicked politician, who 
ſitting as it were at the ſterne of 
State, and holding rhe helme in his 
hands, muſtof neceſſity vary him- 
ſelfe a thouſand waics to obey all 
winds and ſecond all tides. But NVa- 
tare which is the worlt diflembler 
of guilty a&ions , will one tume or 
other betray irſelfe to diſcovery,or 
at leaſt plaine-dealing Death will 
trip him naked and lay him open 


unto ſhame,and leave him as a foolePficld by 
to 
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to mens contempt , and Gods ven- 
geance, Shame and reproach, the 
moſtunwelcome gueſts to eAchiro- 
phel in his life, are here invited as 
friends to beare him to his Sepul- 


chre; and the kind and manner of 


Death molt odious to God and man, 
is thought the ſafeſt and ſweeteſt in 
his fooliſh choyce : Among ſo many 
wayes whereby every man may 
make himſelfe a paſſage unto death, 
he muſt needs chnſe the worſt, ra 
dyc asa dogge onatree, and make 
himſelfe guilty as well of his 
ſhamefull death, as the 1gnomini- 
ous motive, Death is the common 


Ideſtiny of mankinde ; to feare or 
{wiſh for death, the marke of a cow. 
ard, and ſhame of a man: To end our 


1 


C 
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{courſe of life in a warme bed, is Na» 


tures Tribute, and the crowne of 
ſilver hayres: to cancell cares in the 
held by the hand of an enemy,is the 

I _ . chance 
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chance of warre, and the honour of 
a Sonldier: To dye by the ſenrence 
of Inſtice, and the ſtroke of the Exe. 
cutioner , a fatisfation of the Lay, 
and expiation of the guilt, But to 
dye out of cowardiſe and deſpaire, 
to dyeby the enforced violence 
our owne hands, to dye as a Thecte 
ona Tree, not expiating the guilt 
of (inne by giving ſatisfaction to the 
Law, or affording Nature any right 
in expeRation ; and which is more 
then all the re[t,toquiert the vexati- 
onsof this world, to incurre greater 
in the next, and to tread with uns 
reſolved feete that unknowne path 
of death, whoſe common entrance 
ſhuts up in asdoubtfull an end, as 
cceleſtiall joyes and infernall Tor: 
ments; what ſetled judgement will 
not brand with the odious blot of 
extreamelt folly? In fight and com- 
pariſonof which, the greateſt vani- 
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fy in the world ſhould looſe her 
name, and ſeeme diſcretion. Here 
we may ſee the weakenefle of hu. 
mane wiſdome tutoured by Temp- 
tation, and direted by the common 
enemy of mankinde as theſtrength 
of Sampſon over-maſterd by the 
wiles of Dali/ah,whichcommonIy 
affords the owner no greater cour- 
tcſie than confuſion , and thar 
names and memory nootherTrophy 
than a living ſhame,or a lying fepul- 
chre. Which by occaſion directs our 
inquiry to the third and laſt ation, 
preordained (as it ſeemes) by him= 
ſelfe in his life , but executed by his 
friends aftcr death , his pompons 
buriall: He was buried in the ſeput» 
chre of his Fathers. : 


9 Whether thislait ation of A4- 
chitophel be rather ro be aſcribed to 
Achitophel himſelfe ; as preſcribed 
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by his laſt will and Teſtament , or 
to his Children, as their laſt duty 
and obligation to their dead P4- 
rent, we will make no long diſpute, 
It ſeemesan atof both, wherein 
either party may ſhare an intereſt, 
as commanded by tne one, and exe. 
cured by the other, For cach ob- 
{crvation- may copy out unto us 
{ome uſctull doctrine for inſtruci- 
on. In Achitephels providence, in 
ſecking to preſerve his name and 
memory in ſo ſfitght a Trophy asa 
Stone or Statue, wee may read the 
ſhillow reach of many Polititians 
of our Age, ambitioully ſetting up 
their garniſhed {epuichres in Chur- 


cncsand high places, as Idols of 


admiration to be worſhipt by 1g- 
norant ſpeRators : which notwith- 
ttanding ina judicious cenſure live 
-2nly for 2 tune, toupbraid cheir fol- 
ly,and fall after a tune into the dul 
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and aſhes, astbe rotten bones they 
ſhrowdup in oblivion. 

Envious Time, which hath caten 
out the workmanſhip of ſo many fa 
mous ArchiteRts, and left not fo 
mach as ſtones or ruines for Anti- 
quity to boaſt, or poſterity to ad. 
mire; by the mouth of Hiltory, his 
belt Secretary, might bave diſcove- 
red the weaknefſe of ſuch confi- 
dence of ſuch , as grounds it ſelfe 
on ſuch uncertainty. Babel-- the 
greateſt ambirion of humane indu- 
try, undertaken ( as it were) by 
the joynt handy-craft of mankind, 
neither by diſparity of re{igions , or 
difference of languages as yet divi- 
ded into fations; wherein (as Phi- 
lo [udgm nores, and Text of holy 
Scripture not obſcurely intimates) 
the chiefelt men of ranke and elti- 
mation,in engraven ſtones ſought to 
preſerye their memory; what other 
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Legacy inher fall hath ſhe bequca- 
thed ro our obſervation, than the 
wantof diſcovery, the whetltone of 
diligent Antiquaries, and tortures 
of the moſt curious inquifition? How 
much better is the content of a 
quiet Conſcience, grounded on the 
afſurance of Godspromites for tu- 
ture happineſlc, than ſuch paintcd 
ſepulchres, which preſent ina man 
ner , nothing to polterity but their 
owne ruines,. and their Founders 
weakneſle ? Neverthelcſle , from 
this otficious care of Achitophe!; 
children towards their deceaſcd 
Father, may Chriſtians be taught tie 
reverend reſpect they owe to the 

alhes ofth:1r dead Anceltors. 
Therayſing up of Monumental! 
Statues to the memory of others, 
ought wee rather to interpret the 
duety of Poſterity,than the ambition 
of our deceaſed Parexrs: yet in;ſuch 
wil. 
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wiſle,that they oughtrather to hum- 
bleus withthe thought of Mortali- 
ty,than puffe us up with glory of our 
Parents Nobility, Neithercan fuch 
Monuments, beſides ſhame and in- 
famy, (it erected to wicked men) 
expreſſe any other than the com. 
mon Epitaph of mankinde, That he 
lwed, and dyed. The greatelt Tyrant: 
in the World can command” no» 
more :. the poorelt beggar can chal-- 
lenge to himſelfe no lefle. | 
Hitherto beloved, hath my diſ-- 
courſe, ſeconded by your favourable: 
Attention ,. followed Achitophet 
through the by-paths and indire& 
paſſazcs of his life and ations from 
the beginning of his conſpirac 
with4#/alon,to his ſhamefull deat 
and pompous Sepulchre:whoſe ſto» 
ry deſerves a more able diſcovery 
thi my poore deſcriptio;& out of all 


L 4 theſe. 


tt mes nes ts 


776 Achitophel, 
theſe: circumſtances will miniſter 
ts one trae and undaubred Coro» 
lary : That honeſty ts the beſt policy, 
When worldly policy commonly 
hides her {elfe 1indarkneſſe,and Pro- 
ters like,transformes her ſelfe into a 
thouſand ſhapes to avoyd diſcovery; 
this one onely dares boldly adven- 
turein the light, and juttify all her 
ations : this one covets no other 
likenefle than her owne , as not a- 
ſhimed to preſent her face to view 
ard cenſure: Finally , this alone 1s 
ſuttcient to preſerve a competent 
eſtate in this life, and after death 
advance vs to Chriſts glorious king- 
dome, where we ſhall reigne with 
him for ever amongſt the Saints in 
Heaven: To which unſpeakableIoy 
and blifle the Lord for his mercy 
lend us, for the Merits of his 
Sonne 18$Uus CHnIST: £0 
whome 
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whom with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, bee aſcribed all glory, 
power, and praite now and for 
ever more, AMEN, 
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